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THE ANNUAL, 196] . Work on the preparati on of the 1961 Annual is in 
its cl osing stages . No effort i s being spared so that we csn bring you 
in December the finest issue ever of thi s poi:uJ.ar publica ti on . Our 
contribu t ors, in sparkling form, have been re al troj3DS . In fact, be
cause space is limited even i n th e Annual, some articles of wort h will 
inevita bly be held over till another year. Such things csnnot be 
he l ped. 

Pran.inent among the outstanding a ttr actions will be the SEXTON 
BLAKE ANNUAL, the section of the volume which is devoted to the world I s 
most famous detective . And t he i ll us t rations throug hout the Annual 
will be 1llW\Y and varied . We believe they cannot fail to delight you 
all . 

One warning. The number of copies we can print is limited . Don' t 
l eave your ordering too l ate . We should indeed be sorrowful if any of 
our regular subscribers had to be met with the harsh words Sol d Out. 

BILLY BUNTER Kr THE VI CTORIA PALACE. The London Club is organising a 
party to visit BILLY BUNTER SHIPWRECKED at tho Victoria Palace, on 
Saturd ay afterno on, January 13th . My of our readers who can come 
elong will be most heartily wolcaned , and if you can br i ng friends, so 
much the better . Seats this yoar arc 15/- , and anyone wishing to joi n 
the party should writ e to co, wit h remittance , vi t hout de lay. Saturd ays 
for th~of the show are al r eady.very . heavily booked. --· ·----·-
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The part of Billy Bunter is being played this year by Peter 

Bridglllont, and early r eport s are that he is very good indeed, Furth er 
particulars of the rest of t he cast will be given in our next i ssue , 

THE EDITOR. 

******** 
HOW THEY BIDAN, No 1 ] 3 

On our cover thi e week we bring you a reproduction of No. 1 of 
that much- loved comic paper MERRY & BRIGHT. Dated 1910. 

* * * * * * * * 
REVIEW 

KNOCKOUT ANNUAL for 1962 ........ On sale a t 8/ 6 

With its lar ge numbers of picture stories , not to mention th e i n
troducti on of numerous adventures of th e comic che.racters well - known 
t o Knockout readers , this should be an a ttr ac tive volume to th e average 
modern-<18,y child . It also caters for older and more int elligent young
sters, not to mention all adult Rookwood fans, by a number of good 
short stories, The most intere sting i t om of all is probably the Rook
wood Who's Who, which would seem to have bee n lifted from a Holidey 
Annual . It is quite delightful to see it, and it gives one the warm 
feeling t hat t he ol d days are by no means dead , 

There are two Rookwood sto ri es , one featuring Putty Grace, and 
th e other starring Gunner. It seems likely, from t he length, that t he 
seq uenco has been omitted from the Putty st ory , but in neith er caao 
is there 8IJ/I sign of th e drastic pruning whlch so often spoils the 
continuity and grip of th e weekly pre senta ti on of the Rook'.ood s t ory 
in Knockout. Nor is there much evidence of change in t he dialogue , and 
both stories r ead extrem ely well . 

The years do not seem t o have been kind to Mr. Da,lton , t he master 
of the Fourth, He is depic t ed as bald, corpulent, severe , and e l derly. 
~!aybe, however, the years are not responsible . It looks to us that 
it's just that the artist doesn't know his Rookwood. 

This volume i s well produced , and it is a must for Rookwood fans , 

(F.ditor'e Note: The Rookwood Stories in the weekly Knockout have now 
been discontinued. Let's hope the y come back soon.) 
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M R AC L E 
13y ROSS woom 

(Editor's note: Roes Woods is the famous wife of a f=us husband . In 
private life, she is l!rs. Jack Trevor Story . Though "llirocl o" has 

Nol son Lee for its b11Sic thomo, we have placod it apart from the Lee '41 
Colu:nn, because we believe that every reader , whether a Loo fan or 
othe rwise , will be delighted with this sincere and charming article . ) 

Last month it was my birthday and I bCC.'.llllo suddenly thirty years 

younger . Tho alchemist who brought about thi s miracle was li.O.G. Lofis -

Bill to you and me. Ho oont me, through the poet , . a pi le of Nelson 

Loos and t ook me bad< into tho world I 'd known intimately years ego and 

thought I ' d lost foreve r. 
In my youth I WIIS an avid ro:.der of all the boys schoolboy papers 

on the msrket - th o Gem, Magnet, Popilnr , Nelson L:ia. I bought and 

read th<ID a.11, fraD 1924 onwards, liben I got m:.rried in 1938 I had n 
pile of Nelson Lees and G...s which rrocbed fl'Oc tho bottan of the CUJ>

bollrd al.cost to the top ! Then, tl"!IBCdY of trngodies , JJ/1 mother (no 

doubt thinking that as I vas no longer a child the time had coce to put 
nvny childish things ! ) burnt them, 

I mournod t hem for years, I was twic e married , had three children -

t he boy is named Lee! - had twelv o books publishod; !lnd still I never 

forgot th e Nelson Lee. But it wasn' t until Bill Lofts appeare d on ttio 

scone - my husband bI'0\18ht him bane ! - that I realised it would bo 

possible to road them again . Not only to read them but to acquire them. 
And with the firet batch , bock I wont into the glo rious nostalgic world 

of St . Franks. 
llono of the other schoolboy stories - and I read them all - held 

the same plllCO in C/f heart ns Tha llelson Loe . To meet tho boys of St , 
Franks again was like greeting old friends, Nipper , Handfortb , Travers , 

Pitt , Fullwood, Archio , lfilliom Napoloon Browne - they spnm4(;to life 

like cbarectere on a stage , That J11881c vorld of the public school - the 
Japes , exp.llsions , adventures; the rotters , cads, heroes and villains. 
The barrtng.-outs , the refol'Cl8tions, the fantastic adventures at home and 

abroad . I t was like opening a door that had never truly closed , 
Of all the cbarecters Eclwy Searles Brookes brought so vividly t o 

life , Handforth and Co, were my favourites. A. sto ry without the mighty 
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Edward Oswald was like bread without salt . He had his failings but 
they were very human fa ili ngs. And they were far outweighed by his 
many good point s . 

When I read an article by Berenice Thorne, in which-mte described 
Handforth as a ' braggart and a bully ' I felt a most unlady l ike desire 
to deliver one of his femous right s in person. Aggressive , obs tinate , 
sometimes obtus e , but never a bul l y. The loyalty of Church and McClure 
proved that . And if Berenice has ever r ead the series where iialte r 
Church was supposed to have died I don ' t think she would eve r havo been 
in aey doubt as t o th e way Handy really felt about his two fai t!iful 
chums. 

I suppose if we Old Boys Paper addicts were asked wherein lay the 
magic of these stories we woul d reply ' nostalgia ' for our own los t 
youth. But I think th er e is something else. I think t he re is th e 
magic of returning to a world where thore were no teddy - boys , no beat 
niks , no mixed-up teenagers forc ing their egos and emotions and 
eccentricities upon us . Boys were truly just boys and th e answer to 
all youthful prob l ems was not a psychiatrist but a biff on the nos e . 

Looking back I believe now that my own writing , such as it was, was 
influenced ·by my ear l y reading. The l eading character was always dom
inant and forceful (Hand.forth?); the vill ains always had redeaning 
qualities (Travers?) I wrote iiesterns - a strange choice f or a woman, 
surely - and they were very masculine iiesterns . Women were only in
troduced as a sop to the r omantic reading public ! (I remember that I 
resented the introduction of I rene and Co. into the St. Franks stories -
the intrusion of femininity into a pirely mascul i ne world. Perhaps I 
was j ealous - they seemed to have so ~ exciting adventureo and my 
own schooldays were so horribly ordinary) . 

But whether for good or bad it was Edwy Searles Brooks who first 
inspired me t o write - a mythical public school of my own, with mythical 
charact ers whose adven t ures were laboriously penned into twopenny 
exercise books. 

Sometimes I see my son ( twelve years old and occasionally worrying 
about nuclear weapons and Kruschev} watching me speculatively as I si t 
devouring - metaphorically - my Nelson Lees . He probably womers what 
fa scina ti on they can poss ibly hold for me - solid , practical , matt er-of 
fact 'mum'. And somet:oe s when I si t watching him thumbi ng eaeerly 
through bis thriller coed.cs and books on varshipe and spa ce t rave l and 
rocket ships I feel a queer se ,S o of sorrow. Somehow I feel that a 
gene ra ti on of schoolboys who have never read about Greyfriars and St. 
Jim• s. and Rookwood ... and ... St .... Franks ... have missed .. something, .. truly .. w°,merful , 
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DJ YOU RllIDIBm "THE BOYS' LEADER"? 

By F . Addington Symonds 
Fowider and Firs t Edi tor of "The Champion" 

Stx weeks or so after th e appearance ot No. t of • nt e Qu111ipl0ft• , ld>ai ales were 
,; 111 racketing , a colle ague of mine at t,h~ f'l eet1'f3)' House said to .net. 1 It' a 11111.Zt rc l t, 
lllo ' d have thollght Ulat a r eturn to th e ' ol d--fas.bl onea• type or bots' paper woUld have 
been anythlll8 but a !allure tn these post,,,,,w81" days?' 'Jb&t ffa5 tn 1922, and he was re-
feJTlng to the tac t Ulnt 1 The Chaq, t on• had been delt be.ratel,y and obviously modelled on 
the old •Btg Budget • an:S •Boyst Leader- , both or Yl\tc.h had died 1he death IIS\Y rears 
before , While m::ire •up,-too-date• papef'S li ke 1bomsont s 1 A.ctventur-e- now dominated the rt eld . 

' The Char.p~on• "88 not menl.y suc cesst ul, It was - and I say It In all modesty -
an outstanding trhlq)h , Its circul ati on figure s soaring week afte r ""'ek and month alter 
IDC>rlth. .lnd I believ e thnt tr l ~ to ha't'e been due to th e t act that I had tak en those 
UtO aaruer , ourna1s os Cl)' model• not only for the quali ty or th e sto ries pre sented 
but t or something le.53 tm&lble but no less t r.port.ant; aomethln& rtHch wu S\IIIDed ~ 
tn th e alogM 'llhleh 1 11\e Chaq)t on' adopt ed fro.a It s lneeptton ... •tti e Peper wttb th e 
Personal Toucb. 1 

ArtJ nr Brooke (A. c. 11artf1al.l), bad t h.it 1 per ,onal touch' to an exception al degree 
sld. intus:ed tt lnto every Issu e or his tlJfO paper s 1 •TJ\e Big Budget • and •tbe Soya• Lead.e.,. 
flhlch were r::, pri me tavour tus as a lad . 00.e seruied It nci onl)' tn bis edl tcir laJ. 
ebat s but on ever)' p98e. From ttnt to last throughout t he ye.:lrS dUrl ng fttlcb tho se 
papers tippeared 1 It was mn it ested In t hat wan:i, ~thet l c Int eres t l'f11ch he oodoubt.ed)y 
bad tn all b i s work am In c't'ery one ot ht s readerss above all, tn thot burning entllu-
111111111 'flltllch, as one great W!'lter has said , t s Ute a:entus ot stnc erlt)'. I t ,raa a qUlllltJ 
Inheren t In hi s personal character , !or he was a great llrlthus tost and e generous rrl end 
a, I know troa persona l experience ••• • 

'fou ca tch the tlace or I t tn every si ngl e tasue or his p.3pe:ra, even today; mcl 
espoo t ally tn No. 1 or •The Boys• Leader- , ltllcb ll)peared as lon, ago as Septallbe r 12th . 
1903. A& you tum the pages or trult fir s t mmtier , )'Ou reel agai n the excttanent or the 
EcUt or as be Introduc es you to the r u s t or truly M>ndertUl stories md pictures Jttlcl'l 
tnaugurot.ed this gre at paper 81¥1 keeps It s merJOl')' Yl'Yia sa:ing those ,ibo can st ill recall 
t ts SJ>Pearance on the bookstalls . 

Bub-ti tled 1 Tb9 P~e r a Boy can Take Ho.."'18, 1 It s tl!.rtS or r with th e opening chapUrs 
or •w1m 1n.g Hts Spurs" described as •A stol7 or the Brave Block Prince , • and written by 
Henl"7 T. Jobnson, wlth picture s by til e lnl 111l tabl e •vai •. fhts t s rollOIJl'ed by a pag8'"' 
article of gre et top te al interest a t tbat tl m: - •The Schooldc.)'s of King bard Vt 1• , 'tlbo 
had rcc entlY eaoe ta th:? Throne . 'Then cs:,e •flle Rtvnl Bwllrangerse by DonOYm Hart , 
Illustrated b7 G. 11. l>oclshon - a brllllant1Y llrl ttm aeriol or adven ture tn the Austn
lt an bwh. Next. an ar ti cl e, •How to Rerit D'lglne Lights and. Discs• re Uf!<'l.t lne th e hot>by 
or so many la:l:s tn tho se daYs - a hobbY which stlll pers i sts toclaY except that tt has 
been t.ransterred ta motor cars l Tben th e once tmous Sidney Drew contrib utes •a serial 
ot peril IR1 wonder' enti t l ed •The cu~· ot Dancness- , wttb draw ings by A. HoJTow; and , 
!t.nallY, tbere ts •LOst In the Wtde PaoUtce b7 Jul es Verne , pictured bf f'red Holmes. 

As m addt tt onaJ attraction, t he paper ocinut nedan 8- paa c comic s'l>S)l ement, •Fwvl)r 
Pips' , te a turl,- on It s fro nt page the sti ll tooous charooter , SWlllY Ji m, Md ott er11': 
a tll l moN stories , .nong tbem •Hts l.Ol'tlllllp or Rtngoeoo; School ' bJ Claude Heatbco t.e 

~~o~~}!~/~~J;°r~~d~t~; ~: ~~.~ ~ r.r-~ :':t~ !:~!arty 
NanTlll e Fam, lflo.se son Cli ve was a trequen t contr ibutor or •The Olaq>ton" and Its 
~~~- ac1_J ___ _ ~---- ... - · ... - .... ~--· .... --- .... ~~ ... -- ....... ___ ,.. __ _ ,_ 



11'1e contents or that flr l't. n\l:t>e.r or •The BoJ•' 1Aeder4 ron::ie<1 th e •ancuard or 

mny splerr:Ud serials and eoq,le u, stortea , th e ttU ea or ffltch ma, well arouse nostalg ic 

aemorlea ; l'laxwell SCOtt•s •tb e lrCl'I SkUJ.l' and • The Red Hsnd', t ea tm-tne Vernon Rend • 

Detect tu; 81dney Drew• 1 •That TUTlbl e Tim'. llllltih tntrod\lled Jam: Rtdtem , f at t y 

Bonsor , Pllltng , Towle , and nen • bQr named &.l'ltAr - all or Renthotl>e Scbool; Ra}'lllOnd 

1.At1:'.s mtora ettabl e atory , •Beyond I.be Eternal Ice'; Sc.acey Blet e• s oo obmlOtng clr'ama, 

•Bl ack Diamonds' ; Herbert Wentworth•s tin e railway stoIT , •Vultures of t.he Line• ••• 

OUter •ll~red authors wert Herbert Haxwell, Singleton Potnt , Rupert. ai ea t erton, 

Eoc<>t t lQnn .... 
The Illustration,, too , were a ltlq 1 QNCelJ wtll done and the art.lats i nc luded , 

besides tbo ae already mentioned , auch f n'IOurlt.ea or th e da, u Arthur Clartte , Rober\ 

Strang e, E. E. Brleeo e, c. H. Chapmn Ef'ld many others • 
.la you tum ed t.he pages or thi s ttrst rut>er - or, lncloed, of any of those Iha\ 

tono .. ed - 1ou felt that th e N\Ole paper 111&1 ' al l 'tt ' tn a way that wea ucepttonal , 8'Y8.ft 

in those da.YI, Un t dltors worked rcr Ult ton ot tht Job and obTtousJ.y enJayed tt . the 

1ptrlt or enthusl&s11 redtated t l"OID ne r:, Pa&• , ew ry pi cture; )'OU had the r eel ing t ha t 

the man behind t t all MS th ere , l ooktna o•er your shOUlder, pointin g to thl s or th nt 

feat ure and 1hartna ln your DM'l exolte:a&1t. To read 'The Boys • Le!lde ... waa an ad'fent.w--e 

11\d a mll)l"8blt experla'\Ce .. 
At Ult tnd or the first 71:,r ot th e paper ' s exln ence, AM.bur Brookt ..-ot e: 1 1 ac a 

Pl"OUC2 and happJ edit.or, •Ith a t eellng or heartfelt thanktul ne11 . l1Y OOll'ltlesa readers ' 

hdp and ktncDJasslsu.nte have cscne ~h to rurthcr Ill' elcw end hQpea. am t.o th em l 

u tend th e bend of gOOd tellowlblp and a:f1 • wt U\ all ..,. heart •Thadt yoU' .• t.nd at th e 

bead or bt 1 tdltOl"lel ctla t - Nllch was: e Ngul.ar f eature - were tbe worda; -wheneve r you 

.,... In trcublt or dltttculr.-, , write to m , and you m., be sure J lb.all dO q- bes t to 

a.n lst you. Hot onty Clo 1 wi sh to be your Edi tor, but I also WM'lt to bt your tnlt od't'l ser 

and sincer e trieru.• Suell aentlments may have an olc>-tmloned ring about them In th,be 

braal'I , so-c alled real.tat.le times; but t.htY weN not _.. oatd'lp emy phrases - thay enca 

troll tb e blare. or a &Nat F.dttor ,t, o 11&1 al so a ,re at 1entlemn .wld a genuine fri end , a.rd 

I persona.111, Ca'I i.esttt)' to the ftl'1 real help tlhtell bl gave to M'lY" ot b i s readtn . 

He had, too, a flair r cr flndtrc and ntral,- authors lllboN Ctl'k waa outstanding. 

Among hta •finds' were sl.l:h aUbatquebtlY well-1.nown writ.era o.a c . Halcol m Hlnoka, tlal coli: 

na,1 1 , and • )'Ow,g mm named Rte1trt Olest.erton ( al.NQ' naz:ied tn t.hts art.tole) , ,f)o,e 

'Olrcl')lcl ts or CroatS tld Coll e« .. were a notabl e $11:Utt on to tht 8lllY brillian t •t.orlea 

In \h t paper , Incld t n'811Y, Arthl.l" Brookt hlmelt wu a ,r U.e:r or no mean oblllt:J' aid 

oontrtbutecl mru\Y st ori es end ar ti cl es t o both his papers lftler cJw psaudoro,o ot CS"t'a.s 

Torte . 
Those or us Wllbo st ill ~r •!be Boys• lA&dU" are get ti ng on a bit now; but 

though Anno Domini E:lriaY bt ca utll ~ up on ua , we are still yoq lo heart. ; and , tor Ull a 

MaCbra'l la ttc ti~ dt lt&bt.tul youthtul.neaa , • °" not a ltttl e o f our cre at debt o f 

O"atlt.Ud e t o tbat CIOat outstandtna of old ba1e' perJOCltcals lltlleb was prou:l to oall 

ti n1 r • the Leader of all bOYs' Papers .• 

CAN AH? 0000 8.ANARITAH HEIJ'? OnlY one copy of KaJl N BOY ts nttdtd t o ooq,lete an 

entlN s et fro m Ho. 1 t o the end, OHLY ~ la needed. Ir you can help, pleue 

wrlte to: c. . R. WI~, TOO BRCQflEU>~GLAeCQl , H. 1,:_.... _,_ 

!:!!!!Im: H.IC1€TS 28, '9 , 611l, 768, 771, 71J, 9JJ , 1066. 1577-82 (Last - • or Toxa1 sers ) 

n,1aon Lee, Ut Hew Sert 11 - 2, s. 11, 1", 29, .}2, ~ . taS, Ip , 54 , 7" • 179 and 1es. 
Wl'lte: ,,.,Ulfl)!,_,~ 1 .. .@Hfl\lNlHAH. HiX!!~• .. l,QjJ/ljlll, ",W"'J...._ , __ ........ -, , ........................................................ .. 

OJANG& Cf Al)[RIJ§: ROH H()[X;80H has now movtd to •BUE GABLm', 47 ~ ROAD, 

NAMSF"IEI.D, H01TS. 
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~ Blncte coples or bowld T0l1.ns or the tollowlrg: 

•ctwi,ton• Uo. 26o to 3li1 ' Tr lW!llh" No. 1 to 190 
' Pluck' (l as t seFtes) No. 78 to 'R ' Ro<*.et • Nos. 78 to rn 
1 Tr l l.lll)h AMual 19'3' 
•Oiaa:pton Annuals ' tor years 1936, 19J7 and 19)9. 
•ni e l a.st '9'01\DI or Boys• rrteoo • 
•O'l.rq,tod' No. 176. I will pay £1 for s ingle copy of th i s md>er. 

Ple ese wrtt. e Alr Hall stat ing pric es wanted to: l'fi. R. J . 11cC.ARM, \£I1..ANOO, AOOA11Hll..A, 
~lJIN1l, A!E11V.LIA. fl 

~t!!'ii!l¥ifs7~~ ~~~ g~ i: s«:./::::~~s~~~:~aN~Am1:~;, 
Q\l.l:ll ·, Qii>tre Library sz1 08"1 others . Wanted parttcularl.y: s.o.L •s • Negnet s snd cem 
900 - 1200, DetecUn Ha88%1ne and sln tlar. 
VEJUOf LAT, 52 OAXI.EIGH CARDDf3, WHETsl"Clt:,LCMX>H, N.20 • .......... ...-.. -~·--·-.. -----· ... ,- ........ -.. - ............. _ ..... _ ..... _ .. _ ................ ~ ............. ..- ..... - ..... _ ........... . 
WJU.PAY1 5/ - F.Aaf forHAGNEl'S tc:84, 1~ , 1117, 1121, U25, 1129, 1141, 1174, 1214. 
fn good condltl<l'I . m . NEilL , 258, RCIUOllRCH ROAD, lOtHOtlll at , ESSEX. 

~ Rockets, Bull&eyes , Nuggets, Trl\l:llh s (1924 - 28), Footb al l Pa't'OUJ'ltes , Sport 
aiid'ldft ntures , Sprtngt,.eel J tJCb , etc. Cash, or 2rd an:! 3rd aer les Nelsoo Lees , '1odern 
Boys, foq Br tta ln• s, jd l.'1 Ion Jacka, Harvels, Plucks, ottered tn exch~e . 
JCli.'N K:Hli, 5 1,ffITDfART UHE, LatOON, N.22 • ....... - ....... -.- ...... _ ..... _____ ... __ ..... __ ...... _ .. _._,.,... ... __ , ____ ,,_,_ .. 
~- Kagnets tor Nognets. Nos. 1~ , 1Sl6, 1551, 1554. 1556, 1557, 1558, 1559, 1560, 
~. -1363, 1564, 1567, 1568, 15'70, 1573, 1574, 1575, 1580, 1582, 1583, 1585, 1586, 1568, 
1611, 1616, 1617, 1618, 1622, 16.24, 1625, 1626, 162"1, , ~. 1630, 1631 • 1632, 16.33, 1634, 
16'5 , 16J7, 1639, 164,, 161,4, 161£, 161,9, 1655, 1656, 1(5/, 16511, 1659, 166<>, 1661, 1662, 
1664, 1665, 1(,68, 1670, 1671, 1674, 1676, 1671, 1678. 1679. 1680, 1681, 1682. Plua 
s. o. L. J7}, J82 a'ld ntarOUS GeN. Al lO WANTm: Noruster Ltbnlrtes, <:omtcs, Bul.lse7e s , 
Wei rd Stories . ,. L. JCNOTT, 62. BRIT~,~· wn.LlHGTOH, ~ ZULAII) . .......... .. 

~ New Look Se.J:t.on Bl.ekes Hos • .J61 - '90 , 4'1 - l/ro. t /- each. Beoot lt ull.1 boln1 
'1>1UC11a "' above J9I • 1/JJ, IP! • 410, 411 - 420, 1'11 • Z.,O. '2!J/· each. r.o bolSld 
YOlumes Nel,oo Lees Nos. 1 - 25, 26 - 50. Second new series. llJ/• oach. All aboff 1n 
perfect. anct 11lnt condtr.too. Postag e e,tt ra . 
J«:JI.NAN PRAGNDL, }3 BRAE STRE£T, LJVDlPOCl.., 7, 

~ Suto n Bloke LJbrartes U t seri es Ho:s. 11, 17, YI, 105, 1(11), 111, 198, 201, 219, 
aiaserte:s Nos. 293, 296, 306, 1,22, 474, l,85, 520, fi67. tti ton Jacks »os. (i89, 691, 69}, 

~ : ~ •• ~~~~~~· ~.~ ·p~'h~~ =~ .8~8~~~ : ~! 4, 
s.£. 22. .... -............ -.... --·-- ·-""'"'"' __ ...... __ . ______ .. _,,_~, ............... --.--... -.......... -... -. 

~ CD;S IP/, most Issues between ta2 am .500; C10st t ssue:s between 712 am 842, 
93,-953 , 956, m, 980, 964, 985, 986, 989, 990, 992, m, 998. 1129. 11so. l1AQ£TS 

~7,5:k!~!~~;'3l,69~9~7S2!1~!1~~ s~;.!':·~c!:e~i21 ~ : : :: 
921, 924, 925, 936, 938, 940, 942, ~. !¥,6, 916, 951, 965, 967, 988, 996. 
POl'IIJJUI 18}, 190, }70 , }85, 396, 452, 165, IP, , 474. 
ffiIC FAnE, EXCElBICll HCK.BE, CROVE ROAD, SlR11~ , Sl.llRtT. 
_., ......... _._ ...... -----···--------------- ... -- ··--·-... -
~ s.o . L•s NOIS. 6o mc1 68. J1odem 8oJ' No. 239, t1tlgnet Hos. 829, 862 - 865, 867, 868, 
B69,lrl~, $77, 679, 884,1:96, 8'71, 900. m. R. WIUKlN, 100 BROOtf'IEU> ROAD, CLASGOI, N.1. 
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BLAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSEmINE PACKMAN 1 27 Archdale Road. East Dulwich . London, 

HOW THEY BEGAN. No, 14 
Here we have th e very first 
issue of the Sexton Bl ake 
Li brery, dated l at e summer 
1915. It is a real delight 
that thi s famous Library 
_i s s till going strong , 

* * *** *** * * 
It will be notic ed 

that the list of t itles 
and authors is quite 
l engthy thi s month , and it 
will be observed t hat 
Blaki arui i s shor t er than 
usual, This i s no fault 
or wis h of mine but J:'ll""lY 
and simpl y the old c ry of 
11l ack of materi.a.1. 11 I 
have been conducting 
Blakiana now for ei ght 
years , and although during 
this period th ere hav<a 
been patches when I copy I 

was sc arco , i t has nevor 
been so bad as during the 
pas t few months . If I do 
not recei ve 8Illf support in 
th o way of material in the 

next week or so, then next month it will bo a case of titl es and 
authors onlY, JOSIE PACKMAN, ........... ,,.,, .......................................... , ........ _ ............................................................................... _ ............................................................ ,. ....... ,,, .. , .. ,, 
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THE OLD AJID 'IEE NDi 

By Julius Lomiard 

I have just finished reading "Sexton Blake in Afri ca", a P"lll'l¥ 
UNION JACK of 1905, which makes one wonder - "Tho Old or th e Now"? 

In this exciti ng story Sexton Blak e i s at hi s best , whil o a very 
close second canes Pedro the bl oodhound, th e grond dog almost humon, 
who ha.s, alas , gone for good - or has he? Tinker, for me, i s only a 
poor third , very boyish and no..-hero near tho Tinker of a few years 
later, Ve do not read him saying "Guv'nor" but "Mr, Blake", and it 
does seco rat hor odd. 

The s tory is quit e good, and t o we old (? )- t imers who ran €1llber 
such as Valdo (my favourit e) , Mdllo Julie , Kestrel , PlUJ:JI1er and th e 
res t, the "ol d" stories are bette r than tho 11new11• 

I SU4!ll"st - and it could be done - tha t th e l"blish ers of th e 
Sexton Blake Library, one month, print one "modern " and one "old - time" 
sto ry , l"t a voting fonn in th e books, and have a ball ot as t o (a) Is 
th e ol d as good as the new? ( b) Would re aders lik e one old and one 
new s tyl e of sto ry each month? (c) Would they lik e two ot the modern 
as now? 

I , personally would lik e to see th e end of "Sexton Blake Inves t 
igati ons"; I would like to see t he female staf f disappear; I would 
l ike to see Sexton Bl ake back in Baker Street, ·,i t h Tinker and beloved 
Pedro, because my honest opi ni on after msny, many years is - THE OLD 
IS llE'I'l'ER THAN THE NEW', 

Time mey prove me ri ght! 

* * * * * 
CECIL HilTER 

(The foll owing is from a letter t o me from Bill Lofts, J.P. ) 

I was most interested in yo= request for data on Cecil Hayter . 
As a matter of fa ct I myself have been working on this of late, but up to 
now nave not discovered much that is fresh. However, the following 
mey be of use t o you in Blakiane, 

The only re colle cti on that llr. Twyman, l ate editor of the U.J ., 
has of Hayter is spending a weekend with him. Hayter was a versatile 
man and, like Sir Winston Churchill, fond of brick - laying, 

The second Chris tian name of GoodenOU8h, se t me wondering when I 
sa w, not so long ago, a mention in the paper of the death of James 
Hayter, .. th e famous acto r' s fathe !,i.._ his . se cond name was .. also Goodeno"!(h, 

• 
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A letter to James Hayte r pl a.ying in "My Fair Lady" at the Thea t re 
Royal, Drury Lane, brought t he fo ll owing very interesting r eply :-

No. 632 
Ho. 633 
No. 634 
Ho. 635 

Ho. 636 
Ho. 6Y1 
No. 638 
No. 639 

•Dear 1'1". Lotts, 
I cert a lnlY had no Idea thot a Hayter was th e author or 90lDil 

or the Sexton Blake stort es , ...._lch t read wlth ve17 av id int ere st 
1'hen a boy. Dtd thi s wri te r use a noti:t"'de-pltne or were they 
anonymou.s? I think t.he7 cus t have been either, or el se I M>Uld 
certa lnl.Y have not le~ ~ ORl naae on the sto r ies I 

I can tell you, hc:Mever , that th ts Ceell Hayter coUld not 
have been as a writer suggest s , a Ur st cousin to Sir wnuem 
Cioodenou.sJI Ha,yter, because t aml Hts rather and tt1lne beJng 
brothers . None or the broth ers had a son named Cecil . The 
fcClllY name ot •Goodenough• <lOes, holl'ever, suggest th at th ere 
tDUSt hove been a N l e.tl onsh lp soma"1ere . Ttie nm:,e ot •Goodenough • 
was, I belt eve , adopted fi rs t by rey great-grandfather ; after 
that date Jll the Hayter males had this name Included ln the lr 
Chri stian neries. 

What r. greo.t p ity that au father b.os Ju.st passed 1111BY• aA 
he would no doub t have helped you a gNat deal, a.s he WM well 
up In tw l lY h is tory. I do hmever , beve a cousi n M\O oen help 
you, 8M I suggest perhaps you write t.o hi m, ht s address ts 
encl osoo. I do "1.!ll you most s tncere l.Y every success 1n :,our 
research on Cectl Coodenough Hayter, mid should there be any 
comec tt on with th e t aiillY, I should be mos t high))' lnt.ere st.ed 
t o hear or tt. 

Yowa stncer elY, 

HrnRT Jlite OOCOflIDOOH RATTDl. (James Hayt er ) 

§EXTON BLAKE LI BRARY T~ AtrnlOR§ (2nd §er t eg} 
( ont nued) 

'nl.e Han Who Turned King's E'ftden ce ... . ................ - ......... .2.R. Rardtnge 
1be Secret ot t1 Dead M..-i................... . ......................... _ L. Black 
The Nowspaper Seller' s Seeret .................. ...... . ......... w. Shute 
The Tiger ot Cant on ........................ (V. Hata· Val i, P1uamer}-................ c . H. Teed 
(Reprint or 2nd ser ies No, 89) 
The Case or the Ktcti::i.pped Specialist . ..................................... .............. R~ Hard Inge 
The Hated Eight ....... . ... (Ci. <irant, Juli e) ........... - .... .......... .. w. w. Sayer 
The F'atal Pt t ...... ,................................... . ........ J. w. Bobln 
( Reprint ot 2nd seri es No. 103) 
The Roa1 House H:,sterf. ................. ( .R. Purvale ) .... . 
The Hire-Purch ase Cri m& ...................... . 
11\e secret ot Moor Howe ..... . ......................... . 
The Case or U\e Poisoned Pen (s. Page) 
(Repri nt or 2nd ser ie s No. 121) 
The ~ stc l"7 ot the l'llrd ered Ice Crem Han ..... 
Oongerow t!oney ........... ................. .. (llalit Jlldson) . 
The • All !h ' a Eye• Cone>lrac 1. ... Jots\g a Dass} ... 
The 11Ys tery ot the Hi ssing Const able .... 

. J, O. Brando n 

. H. H. C. Ci l bbons 
. ...... c. Vemer 

......... _.G. A. ET~s 

. ........... ........ . J. Ci. Br anoon 

. .... -~ ........... R. Herdi ng& 
. .... - ..................... ., A. Persons 
. ................ ·- ····-·· W. J. Bayfi eld 
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No. 61,o 

No. 641 
No, 642 
No, 61<} 
No, 644 

No, 645 
No, 6lli 

No, 647 
No, 6IJl 
No, 6lt) 
No, 650 
No, 651 

No, 652 
No, 653 
No, 654 
No, 655 
No, 656 
No, 6,1 
Ho. 658 
No. 659 

No. 660 
No, 661 
No. 662 
No, 663 

No, 664 
No. 665 
No, 666 
No. 667 

No, 668 
No. 669 
No, 670 
No, 671 
No, 672 

No, 673 
No. 674 
No. 675 

Ho. 676 

No. 677 
No, 678 
No, 679 
No, 680 

No. 681 
No, 682 

ttie Case ot ihe Disgu i sed Apacbe ........ JR)'lle&"L .................. ..... - ........ o. H. Teed 
{Repr int of 2nd aer i es No. 113) 
~ F'rlgbt.ened Hen .................................................................................. ...... E. s . Brocks 
tbe Case or the tt las lng Brldt--grooa ............................................... __ a. DUnot 
lt.lrder ca the Htgh Seas .. ,_ ..................... t.R. Punale) ..................... ...... J. o. Branoon 
The N:,SWl7 ot th e Pll.m CltT ................ ( Pl umer ) .... - .......................... G. H. Teed 
(Reprint of 2nd aer ies No. 119) 
Danger at West.way:, .................................................... ····--- -··-· ··- .............. c. Verner 
1'he Giant ClQ' BwlncUe .................... ""............. . ........ G •. N. Phillps 
(Repr int of 2nCI seri es No. 12,3) 
'!bl tt,StCJ'J' of th e De.Id Han• a Wall et. ..... . ... J . G. Brandon 

~ ::': =~ii: "FllthOOS .... ..... (tilkc o•r1ynn) :::~-.~1~~t:~ ope 
ff\e Nan m C2\e Dol e .............................. -.... . ................... -............. ....... ~ .. L, Black 
n,e secre t of Che Snofl'a ... .............. -...................... . ............. JI. H. c. Olbbons 

(Reprint of 2nd aeries No. 124) 
Tbe Clue ot tbe tattooed Kan ..... CR. Purnle) ..... -.... · ................ J. o. Brandon 
'Jbe Third Vlctl a. .............................................. _ ............ .............................. c . Verner 
'lbe )1Jate1" or the Coooemed Cottage ... . ................. _ .R. H. c . c l bbon..1 
The Case or t.he Kidnapped Pr isoner ................................................ - ........ w. J. Ba¥rt eld 
The Fatal Fortm e.... ......... ...... (Kew, Carlee, Lawl ess ) ....... ,A. l'in'TSJ 
1be 11J'st.er7 or the Creen Bott l e ..... JR . Ptrrale) .... _. .................... J. c. Srtfldon 
The Rtddle or tbe lJgl.Y Face..... . .. (o. Ormt, Julie ) ............... w. w. Sa.Yer 
Tile Phantoal ot the Nill ........ ...... ... .L. BIO.ton 
(Reprint or 2nd aer i es N.o. td3) 
nie Cas& or Che m as tng Hualclan ............ R. Hsrdtnge = ~r'~i:~~~s~~ ... :·.: ..... · '"]C·SS)·t-~ ... Caek).'.':::::::::~:.::::: ::·.:~:·~: ~: ~:ter 
nw Ht,bt Club ttvst ery ............................. {'ltlNe truskaturs) ................ c. H. Teed 
(Reprint or 2nd series No. 82t 
Fat al Fo:rger7 ............................................... J R. Purta l eL .... _. 
n. Hyster., of th e .lfrte::n F~ ........ . 
the Oreat A.lr SWtndl e ............................................. .. 

..... J. c. Brandon 
... _ ..... R. HonUnge 

.. .......... J. Creasey 
tbe SJgn or th e Black Feat her ............................. . 
{Reprint or 2nd. series No. 102) 

······- ··-········-···-H• E. H Ill 

The Hon.aster, Hysterr. ... .................................................... _., ..... - .............. H. H. c. c ibb<lnS 
nie A.R.P. ttrst.er7 ......... . ........... ( Rattles) ..... _ ............................ .f. Attey . 
'nle HSl. rroa Singapore ... . ..... JR. Purvale) ······-·----J. c. Br~ 
1be Rarem HJster"f.... . ................ (c . Dass) ..... _ ......... A. Parsons . 
tb e RJd:lle or m e Wes t &nd Hatrdresser ................................. .. ....... B. H. c. c l~a 
(Reprint or 2nd ser i es No. 131) 
ffle 1Jll> Code .. ... ........... ... ............... ........ {Tod Planagan ) ...... _j . W""'ld< 
1be ttr•ter'Y ot th e Lorry Driver ............ .............. .. . . ............. L. Black 

E~E:~Ll:::a~:~~~~ ... ~~-~ ............. t~l~foo Ar or -..... J: N!te 
(Reprint or 2nd series Ho. 116) 
Murder on Ole tee Rink ........................... ..CR. PurvaleL~ ........................ J . G. Bramon 
The Riddle or th e Negro• s Helli._.. .. ...... ·-·- ······-··--·· a. c. ArmoW". 
ni e Case or th e Stol en Pollee Dossi er ..... . .... - .... JI. J . Ba,rteld 
1'.he tour or !'efT'Cl"................................. . ....... - ......... J . w. Bobtn 
(Reprint or 2nd seri es No. 112) 
Tile Case ot tile Crodc RaJah .....•........... (G, Dass) .......•...•... , ................. A, Panona 
In the Hands or Spies _ .......... _ ........ (R. PtrYale) ..... -................. - J .. c. Brandon 
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No. 683 The Japersonato r s. .. . . ..... . .............. Uh.ipert Waldol.. .............. E. S . Brooks 
( Repri nt 2nd series No. 33) 
The Riddle or the Evil E:ye ....... .... ............. (0 . <ir Mt , JUlte) .......... w. w. BaYV' No, 684 

No, 685 
"°· 686 No. 61:r/ 

The secre t or the Cellar ............... - .. - ....................... --.. ······---·, .......... .w. stwte 
The Oeposltcry l'tYst.ery .................... ................................................. ... H. R. c. G1bb0ns 
fl>e Case ot the Bogus Honk ..•........... ........ {Pl uc:mer) ...... ... -······ ···· o. R. Teed 
(Reprint or 2nd series No. t44) 

No. 688 The Riddle o r tll.e Ranch..... . . ......... - ...... - ... ............... __ ......... F'. Warwi ck 
No. 689 ni e Man wtth tbe Jitters .......... .............. (R. P~ole .L. ................. J . o. Branden 
No. 690 The Hidden Nenoce ..... _ .. , ..................................... Orig inal AutJlor J, w, Bobln 

{Reprint or 1st seri es No. 71 ) ...................... _.Rewri tten by o, Verner 
No. 691 The M)'stery o r the His sing EnVO'Y ........ _Jc. Gr ant, Julle i... ....... w. w. Sayer 
Ho. 692 ftle Case or the Rejuvena t ed Htl ltonalre .... . .......... Ci. N. Phi ll ps 

(Reprint 2nd series No. 1l6) 
No. 693 The Rubber Smugglers. ...................... __ .......... l Plw:cmer )... . ........... .... .L. H. Teed 

(R eprint or 2nd ser i es No. 147) 
1be secr et of th e Gold«t Horse. .......... ........................... . ... .. - . . A. Parsons 
11\e Mystery or the Htsstna Refugee ....... H. o•Hant 
'I1le Gmboat ttyst8l1'. ............... . .... JR . PUM"aleL..... .. ...... J . o. Brandon 
Tho secr et or the 6tl"lll11'.. . ....... F. Warwick 
The Pol Ice Stat ton ttys tel)' . . ...... . ..... .............. ........................ .. ... R. H.ardtnga 
'ftl8 Crut Tax icab Raq>,... .. ......... (&. Ptrvale} ................... .J. o. Brandon 
The rur Ra iders .......... .H. H. c. Gl bt>Onl 
(Reprin t or 2nd . aer i ea ' No. ··1sf) 

No. 70! fl'.le 11Ystcry H.llt)l eoon ._ ... _ .................................... _ ................................ L. Bl aCllt 
No. 702 The Grea t St ores 11Yatet1'........ . ....... _ .. __ ............................................... w. ShUt,.e 
No. 703 ftle case or the Shot r . c. . ...................... {Zeni th)... . . .... - ... .G. N. Phll .Ji>a 

(R,eprtnt or 2nd sertes No. 155) 
No. 704 fl>e secret or the Sacred Rut,J: ....................................................... ........ J. Lew la 

(Repr int or Ut sertes No. 86) 

:g: ~ ~ ~~ ~~ :: ~:1~:er::·:.~~:~::::::::::::·.::.~~---~-~~-~~.:::::::::·:~:.-:~~:i: ~: t·s~:ons 
No. 7<11 fl'.le tt)'stery or Cola Digger Crefit ............ JP11111aer)... .... _ .. _ ......... ... ..c. ... H. T'eed 

(Reir lnt or 2nd aeri es No. 158} 

No• 703 ~:~~1:~,o~ s~~~~·-No: .. 651::~'.::.~.".:::::::.~::::::r~!~t!/;thor ~: ~_j 
No. 7<1:J 'l'tle Bl ack Sr sstlkA ........................................ JR. Pt.rYale }... ....... ,_ ..... f. G:&ranoon 
No. 710 The Secre t o r 011 Creek ......... -............ ... .. . .A. Parsons 
No. 711 Sext on Blake Speotal Constable .............. _.( A. t>exter) ......... -- ·-· ··· .. J• w. Bobt n 

(Reprint or 1st series No. 26) 
Ne,. 712 The Han rrom the JUngle . .............................. ·····-····-- .. - .......... _ ....... Jl . Hercttnge 

: : ~{ ~ ~s~~;.; ~f ::r:~~o..en.·.~::::.·.-.:::::.·:.· :::::::::.::::~:::::~::~·:::::::::::::::.~: ~~:;nton-ffope 

No, 715 
Mo. 716 
No. 717 
No. 718 

(Reprint of 2nd series Ho. 152 ) 
!tie Case ot the Dlctatorts Doubl e ................... - ........... - .... w. J . Bs,rte ia 
The Rtdal e or the trurdered Ftitlerti81l .... H. H. c. Gibbons 
The Secret of th e Siegfri ed Li ne . H. s . DU 
Tile ElghtJl l11lllonatre ................................. 1.Plimner , v . Hata- Val t l....G. H. Teed 
(Repr i nt or 2nd ser~es No. 165 ) 

No. 719 Tbe Nyatery or the Red TOll'er ......... _ ........................... _, ......................... .R. c. Armour 
No. 7'lO Crook' s Cargo ................... _ ........... _,_,,. ...... - .... (R. PUl"Tale} ._ ... _ .•.•.•••... J. c. Br'andOn 
No. 721 ff)e Black-0.lt ertoe ....... - ................. - ..... , .. H .... H. H. c . Gt bbons 
No. 722 'Itle Hen troo Cb.Ina.................................................. . .............. Par-aona 

.~~: .. !~ .. -... ,ri::::: ~~ ~ ;:~~n H~r:'~m::::.:::.::.:~::.::::::,,M:.:::.;:::.:.: ..... -.MM::~~::::.:::.:::.~-.~ .. ~-~ .... ~~ ................. . 
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HAMILTONIANA 

FAl'Dt§ SDUm No, J' 
11111 D'Xlth, t.hoagh. It Is notblr.t to do wtth Ct.er r-.es • n.,, "' brln& you a plcttN ot 
a rocttt . Wt ti.rn In t act to lhe lllcb lO'ftd Cldor Cl'ftt eerie. , Wbtcb told of rnnt 
R ldl.11'11s' School days ln Canada. OUr plc:tun la tdlen t'roCI •1be flour-Bag Oq •, tbl 
ttr at •t.orJ tn th t t1'PI or etr t tt llttlch OW-lea Hu ilton hendlld a::, wen ttt.en hi waa 
wrttJn& or 1:be Par West. 
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ARCH-FOSSIL! - - - BICYCLE-PUMP P!IOWc:I' ! 
By Brian Doyle 

Billy funter - as might be expected - gets e,..'lhol e cwnk to him

self in a fascinating book just publishod by the Brockhampton Press 

at 25/-, It's called "Intent upon Reading" and is writt en by Margery 

Fisher. Hor publishers describe it as a I cri ti cal appraisal of modern 

fiction !or children' and it is ju.st that. 
l'liss Fisher discusses all kinds of chi ldre n ' s stories , but it is 

a se ction of her chapter on 'School Stories ' that will interest re:lders 

of the C.D. After discussing books by Anthony fuckeridi!e ( the author 

of the 'J ennings' stories) and William Heyne (who vrites about llfo in 

a Canterbury choir-scho ol) , l'liss Fisher goes on as foll ollS :-

•But now we min coao to \b e ercl'rt osstl , Ul.1 ortglnal r17 ln Che oln t ment -

1llll7 Bmter . Plct.orlallY speekln.g • It 11 not COrNCt to speak or Bunt.tr as a fo aatl , tor 
be has \mdqone nolut tonary chs\at . The ttrn n1uatret1on 1n ,titcb Ult tat boy 

appeared , on th e tttl e-page or •1be t\Qgnet' or l'tardl , 19(8,. la rela ti vely nonnol . 'fo 

be sure, Bunter 11 ea ttna lac-t.a.rt.s, but hta tlgUN ts onl)' th4t or an ordinary plWfl> 

baJ, bts speotaclH are of crtbodox at u . two IIOf'lthl later ht Nl5 put on a Utt le 

wtleh t , 1n a ptcc.ur, or a picnic to llblch Uw cac,tton 11, , It .a oertaln)y a atat.Qke t.o 

le ave Btll.J In dlarg t . • 
•And so the thing goes on, I t 11 inc.erut tna to watch on r the course or y era 

u the ertl1ttc bteyel~PlEI> la a~lled md Bmter &,l"BduallY beooill8s the gross , grot es que 

figure 1fltllch ow- children knOlt trom the pagea of tile tau •Nal,neta• ot t9i,O, trom the 

tronttc,leces ot t he Bunt er boob si.Ul oon\.lnui.,. and from tbt tele"llslon screen. · 

• tt ls yery dltterent , however, on tht printed page . Frarit Rlchar<21 conc e hed 

Bunu r ln 1900 as a chN'acter 1n a M£81 1no 1t<r1 , a aer i al . Ht has been kep t al ive , 

vlrt.uoUy 1.1\Changed ln age and temperament , trc:a 19(8 io the present day (wtth a break 

be tween 1~ Slid 1947). !be chief Ttrtu e or Creyh-tlll"B School , as or other schools In 

eoa lcs or 11sterdq md c.oda.Y, 1, tb etr t • IUarley. th e st.orlu rel.Yon a rew s tq, l e 

t on:wlas or plot d'ld cbarecter, lnstan t b' reoogn l ,ed , widle.sal.1 repeated, Hi.rre e S ingh'• 

Babu FllgU!lh, based on th e word •terrlttc • and on certain selt""Colned aba u-act nO\l'la, 

has never btm chang9dJ nor have the beertY ejaculati on& ot C2't8JTY or t he mouthlnQa or 

Btmter. 
·~ ot 8'mtarts famili ar cbar&ct t rlstlcs-... ta.ten troll real Ut e , as Rlcl\ards 

tells ua In ht• autobtoenpto- . Ht s g lrth CMli8 tram a rteet Street. edU or; h i s spectoclea 

from a relati on who had goggled at Rtctiarc:11 When h e was a be»': bts pos t al order 118 ~ 

from an acqualntanoe NX> "°' al~a bon-owlng on thi u pec tatl on or a chequ e; hla tot,,, 

uouaness ll>dezo croa~xamlnat lon tram •en ea lnmt public ft guN ' of l a '4 Vlct or ten tt mes. 

'nlus Btmtll" was bcrn Whole and la::ut.able. At bis .,..,. first appeeranc• be t1a1 prooccq>ted 

wJCh f OOCI, he used Che onom.topoelc expre11 JCl'ls lik e •rarooo • and •ce.J'"\qlbt N'lle-h s hatter 

ttl t Tlston Talves In luxtreds or hOC1es today. 
•To be , ure. In tbe earl)' dn,ys ht was 51 Incidenta l bit of comic r euer fer tlKi 

trial• and hearc.bumtn.ga or H8l'T'Y Wharton , deatgned to be the <titer charac t er of t.ht 

stories . But that •Utt l e oh.4\.ttrbcx •, • littl e Bonte.rt, •t.be JD&lles t b07 tn the f crmt 

(not sarcutlo, Ihm) had aooo p8llhed bta111t for,erd; and DOit Ulat tbl ta t txlT baa bein 

a tnn a new lease or 1tr e tn fUll•leng t.b boob , tt 11 the nlDI of Bunt.er ldlt ch atD.nc:11 tor 

th e se rtes. fbe7 are Ult &rlter books, end It Is ht, scrapes , lnf tn l t e l.7 blown-up trom 

tr-11'1&1 tncldenta , lltllch m111lu1 tbt ,torte,. ror Bunt er 's app nl DJst oomt trom tamlUarlty 

?,!t cbt ldlood. Hoooct, OOUld approocb In middle-a&• paracrapha 11.k.e tbts: • 
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'Prlmel' prgled B1117 Bmter. 
Bunter d1d not rlnd lt eWSJ to ut ter e..en that n::inOQ].lable . 

Hla capa,eloua moutb was packed to cai>acttJ, wlt.h luael oua, J>Uli>le 
grapes. He C'Qled happlJ.J Cbrough dellcloua grapes that lieaecl 
to melt. In the mout.b. 

It was a h!C)py tat °"11 &11~, tee once ki nd and S)'tl)at.hec.t.c 
bad done th e thl,_ well . That bmdl of grapes was tbe bigges t an::S 
best t.hat aoney cooJ.d ~. Probabl.1 lt rlOUld have pl eased an 1~ 
Ta.lid - hod tbeN been m tnnl td, and had it re3Ched tblt lnl'nl Id. 
Ccrtalnl)' it pleased Wllll am George 8\llter. Hts Utt l e romd eyea 
weN st ill red , and still em:lod water, tro l!'.I tbe opplleatlCll or tbe 
cnton1 but otbe"'lse, hls tQJ. face beamed • •• ·• 

(Prank Richards. 1 BIU.Y Bt.NTER•S BOLT.• Cassell, 1957) 

•Nosialg la , alone, c.m CQl"l'7 YOU through thi s aort of thing. Pleasure reDeDbered 
ta worth having; bUt the books to l ook out tor are those "'1.l•b CM be picked up &no. 
re-read with oo" tn1erstcnd lng, In a ldd:le,-age, ot l'lhldl cm rntTt a parent's tntere5' 
1n JC:hool .stories bJ a new slm t. These books wi ll \Jlner become fossilized, al.tl'lough 
1ibQ' _., be written well with i n the boal"dlng- school ton:llla. 1 

Miss ~sher goes on to 881f that "the boarding-school story can 
liv e now only in the hands of exceptional wri tors like liillian Mayne 
and Antonia . Forest. It is the dey_-school sto ry which has been most 
interesting in th e p,st ten years or so, partly beCllllse the greater 
proportion of readers go to dey-schools, partly because home and 
school can be neatly and profitably velded t ogether." 

The autho r also discusses school storie s by such wri tors as Tal
bot Baines Reed, Richard Bird and L. C. Douthwaite , as well 88 more 
adul t school novels by a. A. Vachell , E. F. Benson, Alec liaui;h and 
Rudyard Kipling. . 

Everyone is entitled to their point o! viev and, in "Intent upon 
Reading," Margery Fisher gives hers. It is , all in all , an intelligent 
but all - too-brief survey of the Bunter le gend, I suppose. Miss Fisher 
can I t be expectsd t o appreciate and enjoy the finer points of the Grey
frl.ars stories as mBllbers of the O.B,B.C. do . 

But to refer to the stories 88 being 'fossilized' - well, that ' s 
going a bit to o far, don I t you agree •• •• , • ! 

* * * * * * 
CO!fl'ROVERSIAL ECHOO 

~: Inl'eatlgatlon ators that 8Unter htll:!.cbedc. trousers a., ea ly a.a Hognet No. 
~but there was not.bing consi stent ln those (I.Va. SOme weeb the7 were plain, 
OCMr weeks 1trtped - e.g. Mo. 86, cbcct; No. ~ striped . The arrtnl of ss:mr Blllt .. 
tn Nagnat No. ti.4, 1910, ,tiaita both &alters ln d\ ee& t.n>Usel'a. Probabl.Y ttr. Qwc,11111!11'1 
meant .that edtior Btnion .. to~to be eonstaten~f! !kilter ln mecu, ._ 



aner JClff'V\1 BUll Oallll ca tb t te<11t 1n ttacnec. No. 15t, t91t. Bui an uaatnat l on or U>e 

*•tcbe4 or Jotn11 Bull mtes tt. hard to bell ew that Jobnn1 oouJ.d ever M mlat&en rcr 

Bulter , u tilt ed i tor eeeDOO to rear , · 

¥22~~.;, e!u..~:U ~.~ !:°S:~~~w-i:st~~ ~=Ir.:.~•::-;, 
ha.ff a lot tor lllt!.lcb t o U\af*- Nee, ~ en::I tlll elda , Tb.a i r l lluatraUon, wer-e 
_..lll8. 

fflw.'J!Yfq~=·w~dlc:a~ :'.: =~~tir1f~~~= ~ 
Partw- atBrt.811 ort mdar a bard l oap. U cherecters end locale eaerc ~ trm \be N a.la 

ot mere t lctton and pu1 lnc.o 1egem, u thlJ aoqu l.N tred l tt on end m:r1tlque• so CblY 

aoqu.lN en ai-o- pb,J1lcal real.I• tn me atnd or &hi Nader, 1b1 "er t eot I~ 

trlnp th l1 Tltlon to Ute, ad croJI\I lbt le&tDd• 
Bee.en 19,0 end 19>5, 'lllwn IIM Hagntt waa at Its unl eb and Cbt Otm r... 

pr i nt ing lta greateat t:rluq:iha, I c.btnk It ta alao t NI to say ttlat bo11'1 pfl)ers d t llab t ed 

t.be 17e aa at no otblr t i • In the ir oareen. l ~tlrNd Che Om ltle n It can-l ed a 

Olton Jack on tc.s OO'l"lr, .xi could oner take co Cbt poe&.et.- 1lzt Oems. l ra t.bar N-' 

gNtted the NlD:Jn-ooTINd Nac,ntt, too -~ by tb e -.-r Of 19'9 , Jt ~ ach l fmtd. 

a pUa.stng end h.ln:a'l l oua COTBr that· cal'Tltd the: tltl t or tbl wet • a ,r.or,,. 

;:.rre;:=r~r c:: ~r~::·!~ a::s:::t:: !;1i:=.!~edR=o~: i1 t!: :i=.!:1
°'J 1~

8 

baJ• alJI.V• 1teoed to be real people - · Ju.,t &et Pl,t,Uc aehool t,aya abould baYe look.Id 

lik e . 
I dD INd tbt M>rtr: of all u. ..-. ,IJb> helped to brlnl tbl atcrte1 to Ute , 

but I tbl nk '118.t the mape tn , tt.r t nat.enot , Waketleld • a Jll Ultrat t ona , "'tb c.he excep

ti on of hair at1'1es , • ert a ll Uke peu- In a pod. Tbe tl ne.i ~Ing l enr •• waa bl' 
WorwJct Reynold, ID tb e 19'20 Rollday Arnlal. - a --, e dnR'I lo<*.ln& Into .... . Wtct • • 

tuck- mop In CooM (W1rcrtmatt l1 , me naa1 WJCIQI: appeared O'ftr thl 9lOp-WlndoW). 1bt 

etttc c. ot N tl tetecl a1.111111ne in tbe racH of Ula baya , end the n:,p o ac. In tl l ghC., make 

It m IUU1t rt1tl on of outatllnd ln& merl c.. 

1h~W~ J~:'Ta. ~ir;:c~:: :'»' J; =-:1~!:-:0:0 b:ran so1n ~ t:~ 
contin ued ~t.11 hta death llbout 1920. Ht Uluatrat.ed tha t &!"MCI aerial 1 .f.dN'1tuN l s llfKP 

In CbJcklu. One or hh weatmeaae, was In draJrttng ri fl es, bUc. hi bad a wonder f ul &l tt 

ot obtatninc ataoa•re · or illo11 • tar 9ft1 place s wlU\ ,tranc ... ao1n:Hnc nmes.• Rt was 
Uper1. at drmttr« •lltnc-bo.ac.,, wbJch Ja tn:!ere t endabl•, sine • hie ob lt ua17 tn the 

Herrel spoke or hi m. aa a ke«1 7acbt11111. Rt dld a Utth wo~ 1n ttie &oout tn lta eorU 

d&11. 

s:.o!{ =tr~ni:r::.:~~·i: ~ =::,::i-•=1~1:=!~!i ~e : tri:.,U 1H;!• 
oal.l tb e r t al.17 u:qulalte drawln& of h l ttor lo.al cost.ta S)d &be harm, Re bad a fin i sh 

'fltl,leh , tn IV oplnton , la seldom aah ltftd b7 IIOdern ll l uttrstoN . 
1 ban lll"8Yt bem a, · D IN!' ot Wantlc*. Reynold, , but he waa ID.acb better a t 

P<J1'1,nt1lne. mtmls U\M acboo l ba:r1, BOM'IW', I con,ldar that bl did .., ucellent work 

tor Che Gee arocmd 1918 , and a. lbl a wa1 ,t)en I tl rat .i.arted c.o bUJ t.be O• I bff e a sort 

..,. tor h is wtrt. 
An Ertl1t "1011 wort altlQ'a astonlahed ze with l tl careltaa appearance wu 

th t Nel ton Lee ldl t Arebi.r Jonu . CocipeN hb 1')l't wt tb tha t aupert, dN.UCbt.mm £r lo 

Parter. FNd Bennett had a btaut. lt Ul l int. , u d id£. £. Br l lOOI. 
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~: I think Chat. eood lllwitr!.tt ona do a great deal to belp cap t.UN th e ata:>~ 

~ 01 -a st.orY, upec tall7 U\e mere po9N!rt ul Nelnet aeri es. I a.ltm.7• han a cl ear mn
tal pictur e ot the tllU3 trat lona rcr the 1925 Rebel aeries . For ,ooe Nason they st tck 

YIV1dJ1 1n l:f1' mind. 

\'lfu!~~Dll~~~ -:~~~! = =:e::C::':'a~t;i:;:~ ~~'• 
J>U'lll• pertod J knt'W ClnlY ot Warwick Re)T10lds. When be l t tt , Bl'lacoe Illu strated tor a 

ttmt , Sid then Koodonnld cam back tar-gOOd. Toten tn conj W'ICtlon with th e bad aim 

at<rtes tramd 1921 , I l ost tntcrost In the Oct=. I mJ.ght no\ haw dcne so tr Rqnolda ( 
had s till been dol nc tb e Jlluatrntton s . · 

~ : ~•.=o:~d ~~ :: ff~ :::m;;:: !.t111:\.:!chob:~!o~~tl!er 
tlg\n s which detened a better rac.e. 1 han t.bougbt that a cQ:1101U,t ptcttN could be 

m:ie or sca of hh flg\rt drtlft~ - an1 b~ ,t or that mtur . 

~~v.; ::~1~~~~1~n:. "f 0~1!, ~1:U:: ~c!:O!~a1:: •• , 
•ttT tb e plot, l1oodonald waa lnl<U>t.edl.J oonlus. One Cbln& t.rot ln- ltnted oe In his 
tarll er work" wa1 Che depict In& or 1111tors , Fltth end ncn Sixth - tn Eton,. 

or all Che Gl"tlsH , I° tbtnk "r . ~ pald oost. 3iten ttoo to the oetall s or 
U.. ,tort es. 

~"~~!.~Jy r:;::e~i::~. 7 :U\~;,.~~!i:!,n:~· ~t:;." ::1!r ~i.!:1u!!, ~ 
Vol, . 1 l!fld 2 and coples or lnfOl"'mat lon or an)'thtng af't(lr No. 74. 
TOtl HOPPDlffl\ C<X.RTLAQ, Nl'CIU> ROI.D, SCJ.RD.CD'.iH. 

~ ~~ 91~:!;..! 0~~ ~11:i':1:!;5 ! t1nr~~c~~~~ 
8,0,L., 2 St. Fron.It•• S ,0,L , one, 1 r ootboll one, s~. Lib. 12/6. Tiie c.i,ta1n 1912/ IJ, 

ddll.1ged but lnt er t1t lng volume 31.... 1st TOI.I tterry •a Amual 51.... lat er TcC!. He?TY Annual 
tatr . t/6 . Poatcg e extra on al l Item. 
Write: mrc F.A.1Nt, tlCEI.BIM MOl.S&, GROVE RO.\D, StMBITW, su:uu:r. 

JE QUlt: CTN I Q\E r1t1 

Andre" ~ . contributor to O\D" coluims, has Jusi ended a holiday at our 
bolp U,abl e tm . 'Ibis ts 'IN.t be .-ot.e ln the VS,ltor •, Book.I 

Bors, Hl\3t Sa 'llbat prnents hoNH tor backing 11111. 

11adao t11ll • JUlt e II al,o enJoylng ... auQlffl hollcla7 here . IIM •llM<l tbe 

N&l1ter Noe. Coralie S'8ndllh , end M'Ote 01, rouow1,_ tn Ult Vtatton: ' Boot: 

.A. Sexton I s a ~ 1llho cil nds ht s keys Md pews. 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
( Conducted by JACK WOOD) 

I ,:as sorry to see that our wortey editor had been underi'ire for 
the cutting down of the Column to a ioore picture of a familiar llLL cover 
tvo months 880· He was pla ced in a difficulty owing t o the fa.ct that 
o-~ing to pressure of other cOIIIIli tments and · holidays I had been unable 
t o forward him ony cop-.,; at the same tiioo, there was some misunder - · 
standing between us, because I had been under the impressi on in such 
cases - fortunately , very rare - the editor had in hand for use the 
entries of the recent competition - one of which, in fact , was used 
last month. 

I hope that othe r ent ri es will also be used in the near future, 
but ony other contributions will al wa.rs be thankfully received. 

I would lik e this month to make 11 brief reference to the reprints 
t hat are now appearing regularly in Film Fun. Since the series starte d 
wit h th e famous Silver Dwarf stories by kxvell Scott, the reprints 
have canprised revised versions of the series in which Handy' s father 
became inv olve d with th e Mafill ; the series in which Snipe nearly got 
Handy expelled; and the current series, tl)e Ten Talons of T:,.z. 

The reprints are 11 curious hotpotch . Basically , the stories are 
unaltered, but in detail there are al:t,,red names of characters which 
makes the whole thing largely absurd . Wey the names should have been 
altered I don ' t know, unless questions of coll)'right crop up. But even 
then, mony of the names are unal tare d, so that copyright has been broken 
anymy. Alt ogeth er it is a very odd business , 

* • * • * 
THE BEST SCHOOL Sl'ORY • ••• ? 

By Christoro,er Lowder 

"The greatest school story of the century", so says Eric Fa,yne of 
the 1925 Wharton Rebel series, 

Nov, I hove never read this series, so I am not in a position t o 
judge it . But before I had even heard of the series I happened to buy 
N.L.L. No, 29 (2nd series) . It was called "The Cads of St. Frank's," 
and t o me this is the best school story I have ever read • 
......... _ ... (By the w~• .. ..1 ... have said elsewhere, tha\ l .. wish that l:ol son · Lee ••· 
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had not gone to St, Frank ' s , This does not mean that I don't appreciate 
or enjoy St , Frank ' s stories; on the contrary I do enjoy them, Actually 
No, 29 did not feature Nelson Lee, ) . 

"The Cads" is a fine , powerful tal e , worthy to be iut between 
hard covers in my opini on. 

Clive Russell has had a row with Ralph Leslie Fullwood . T:oe re -
formed Ful lwood thinks that Russell won a cert ain £20 by gambling, when ill • 
actual fact it was a present from Russell 1s pater , 

Bernard Forrest, the cad of Study A, wants the quarrel to be kept 
on, because Fullwood , as a vigi l ante , locked him in a cupboard to stop 
him going into a roulette den, The wey he does it is cunning and vin
dic ti ve , 

He lures Fullwood in to th e same IJW'bling den and leaves him there 
wi ththe £20, Fullwood thinks that Russell will be there and he wants 
t o stop him, fut sl owly th e old g-ambling instinct grips poor Fullwood 
and he watches tho ivo ry ball click round the slo t s : 

Borrest ' s revenge is iure ;,sychology and he i s certain that in 
the end the gnme will "got Ful l wood" and he will disgrace himself by 
l osing hi s friend ' s money, 

Fullwood, who was watching the door for Russell ' s supposed entry , 
is s lowly drawn to the r oule tte table, 

"The ivory ball rolled lazil y into one of th e numbered s l ots of the 
roulette wheel, and Ralph Leslie Fullwood watched with compl ete 
fascination. t1 

The end is near , Fullwood 1s face is flushed, he is finge r ing a £1 
note , number 16 slot is winni ng wicannily every time , Forrest , lOWlging 
in one corner of the room with Gulli var and Bell , is certai n of victory . 

And he is right . 
"He (Fullwood) took the £1 note out , and pl aced in on "si xtee n". 

Just for that instan t he was th o old Fullwood i n every way. He had 
forgot t en everything that had happened recently . Ho only knew that he 
was beside this tab l e , and that "sixteen" was consistently winning , 

Click - click - click ! 
The wheel spun, and Ful lwood found himself watching with blaz ing 

eyes, and with his heart thumping wildly within Mm, 
Click - click - click ! 
The ivory ball went more slowly as it bowiced over the met a1 studs , 

And then, with an almost delibe r ate action, the ball r olled i nto the 
11sixteen 11 sl ot. 

Fullwood had won! 
········--···"Got U !" he_ ej acula t ed breathlessly ,· - He ... st ood .. ,there, 11l oatl,w 
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and triw;phant. 

ife ll! How about that? To fJ1/f mind a l!ISSterpiece of brilliant:cy 
tense description . 

And the climax · is even better. 
Of course, Fullwood loses every cent of th e money, and it is 

only then that Forrest tells him that it was all a trick to get him 
clisgraced . 

And it is then that E. S. Brooks really gets busy. He pl.eye 
msgnificent:cy on th e emotions of the two boys . 

Fullwood, shocked, "bis very brain going dizzy". He realizes 
that be is on the path into the abyss , bis will - power bas forsaken 
him and be has gi ven in to the evil influence of "The t able," He has 
disgraced himself and has been tricked into gambling away money that 

· was not bis, 
"A put -up job" breathed Fullwood . "It's not true! You can 't 

t oll me - 11 

Forrest - the real cad of St . Frank ' s . Cool, cynical and 
gloating in bis trillillJi, '- Satan himself, triumJi}ant in bis win over 
yet another victim! 

"I mell!l what I sey. That money wasn' t won in this pl!lce at all, 
You've -been quarrelling with Russell, haven ' t yoo.? And llbout that 
twenty quid , eh? ife to l d you be won it at roulet t e - but that was just 
our joke." 

"Joke !" echoed Fullwood tragical:cy. 
Fullwood 6,ats out of th e club . His one desire was to be aloneJ 

so that be could think . 
And, while be is walking back to school, Forres t nm bis cronies 

caae upon him for a final 11jeer". It proved their undoing . 
These vindictive cads had plotted against bim 1 and were the cause 

of bis downfall. 
"You curs!" panted F\tllwood, harshly . . •. •. "Look out !'1 gasped 

Bel l." 11He 's dangeroua !" 
It is now Ful l wood who is cool - with the cool ness of white hot 

anger. 

f ear . 

"Forrest, I'm going to smash you!" said Fullwood , in a whisper. 
But it was such a whisper that Bernard Forrest backed away in 

"Don't be a f ool ! 11 he mutt ered . "Don' t go mad - 11 

Crash! •• ••••• 
,,,, ,,"You cads - you. beasts - you hounds : 11 he panted as he 

.lashed . out . .... "You•,.,, .been gloating , baven·t you? _._ weu ... now .. you ' re .. ,_ .. 
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going to howl! 11 

It was a ldnd of despair that drove ful l wood on . And it was des
pair, also, that caused Forrest to yell for help. 

11Come on, you idi ots :" he go.sped. "Pounce on him ! Drag him off ! 
He 111 ld.11 me! Confound you, why can ' t you drag - " 

The words wore stopped by a sudden right-lw.ndor which t ook ldm on 
the mouth and gashed his lips . 

It's the end of the li ne for Forrest and his cronies, for Ful l wood 
is out for vengeance - lllld he takes i t! 

The cads of Study A were an appalling sight . 
They looked as though a mob had set upon th em •••• 
So Ful l wood wreaks his vengeance . But he realizes that this is 

not enough~ He has shirked th e trust pit in him by his friends at St , 
Frank ' s . He, supposedly refonned from his "old ways", had succumbed t o 
"the wheol" and dishonoured himself . 

·More than onco he half decided to halt - to turn back, anti cycle 
as far away from St , Frank ' s as he could get, But he was nlways pulled 
up by th e knowledgo that such a course would be co ~ardly , Whatever his 
faul t s , whatever his shortcomings , he had never been a funk. 

So he wont on - miowing that it was too l ate to be sorry. He had 
had his night crut, and t he price WllS such that he tre llbled to contoo,plate 
it." 

So ends "The Cads of St . Frank ' s . " And what happened t o Fullwood? 
I wish I knew. For this is the only one of that particular series that 
I have got , 

I have left a great denl out, and no one can be expected to judge 
astory on a short article lilro this. But whoever reads this series , even 
this story alone , will , I am certain pit it amongst th e "greats " of school 
stories . 

Footnote: 

If anyone has this full series , I would consider it a great 
favour if t hey would lend it to me (minus !lo, 29), I will , of course, 
be happy t o pay the recessnry postage. As I to l d J . R, Swan, I sm 
very impatient to know what happened t o poor ol d fullwood ! 

* ********* * 



It was ntee to welcome Ray Bennett atur a rew months absence and good, too, to 
see John Toal lnaon. Tbere were apologies troct fed Davq end vrs. B~, and Had&• 
Corbett broi.gllt &ood news or Norman Grego17, t'lattng excell•t progress. 

Too Porter was tn the cha ir and loS't no tlme ln atart l~ the progral!ID8. A lener 
trc:D John Bond was read bY Had&•· Jobn bad not beWI tn th e best or he alth lat.elY. 
J. aojoum ln hospital eo ahortl.Y attar hla re\.l.rn trora Ruasll)au not W'lghtaled Cbtngs 
tor hta , but be promises to be present at tile next 111eettn1. 

A ,re,-rrtara qutz aet b1 the 8eCN'8r'Y wu ne1ot1ated suecesstull.Y b7 1'om 
Porte r. Arter two word games by the O\atrmen, "11ch proved nr., popular and ext.remell' 
at11slna;, we .sat back to discuss the latest aer ies or RookWood 7arns In tbe KnookoUt 
eaale. Ja.dt BelltJeld had tntrodllced this topic sid there wert: soma .,.ery 1ntere.stti-. 
oplntons put torward. Jobn T waa lndlgnlllt that Cbe name or •PUttyti Grace had tieen 
altered to SIIC°'le Sloon. Jack Bellrteld was or the opinion that thes e reprtnts or earlY 
Rookwood ln the K,iockout wOUld eneouraae Int erest In t.he wrt tin& or Qlarles Haa:tl ton 
tboU8h the eomJc strips or Blll.J Bwiter dld not help mmh towards that end • 

.A.ft.er retreal*lts 1 there wu a talk b)' Jack Cortler.t. llt'lteh had. t.o be ounalled 
Otl'tng t.o l ack or ttme. 

HARRY BR<E'IU. - SQCN"81'7e 

Heettng he}d BY} Octgb,r 1 12'1. 

01.r me ttna: thi s conth 1 as tbe ,uests or JacJt Horgan, was a most pleasant one. 
and , despite the absence or one or t"° members , th ere were enough present to make 
things go w1 tb the usual • Ina. Wi were pl eased to welcoine back Pat Latt17 , Who bas not 
been tco well ottr the past. couple or mont.ha; we great).)" mtss the ooq)8ll;J or suoh a 
regular as Pat , and we atncerelJ hope he wlll l'ICM' be Able to resllllB bts plac e wUh ua 
t'Nl'Y month as ot Jore. 

Host or the earl.y part ot t.be nentJ¥ waa taken up In Jnt oraal dlacusa tona on a 
var let)' or subjects , noc. El'lttrel.Y eonr tned to the old books, resulting ln qult.e a 1°' 
or lnterest~ conversation and potnts or 'Ylew. We tben had a repeat Plll1 onr or u u1 
Austral.tan tape, Mltch sounded ewn better at lt!ie second hearlnc, and It wll l new be 
despo.tcbed to tbe otl!;er aect tona. We think UleJ will agree tt ta a ttrst-clas• Job 
and 11 credit to otr rrtends or tbe other hemtapha.re. Plana were rot!Wl ated tor ~bar 
reOOl'dtn& by Ute sect.ton tn the near M\S"e, am we are hoping to tq:,roYe on Olf"'ln l ttel 
errcrt. 

J.t ter retreshma'iu came a qui: b7 Frank ll'wt'ln; thb was ..on by Bill Wfnda<r, 
wttb Walter Prttcbard and Jtm Welsh dead-tl.eat.11'18 t<r second place - the bonoun . UU 
thlil m.11110, 10 aro\lld ao:t. arotn:I. 

Tbe nent ng ended tor ua a little aner nlne-o-c lock• each month we seem tc 
t1 rx1 tt Q'.lN and QON dttfleult to War eursel Tu •87 from the aocte.ble atmoapbll"e or ..................... -, ...... _ ... _ , .. , .............. ,--.. - ...... _ ................................... -, ...... _., .................................................................................... . 
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c,edlerst hOD!s. 

Next meer.Jng, Novembor 12th (6 p.m. ) a t Bill Wtndsor •s. Ned>ers are asked to be 
as earJ.y a.s possibl e; t.heN ta a Tiil')' run progrocoa, end we wwld like to get orr to 
nn earlY start . 

HaDDY c:eairtes or th e JulY surbt t on D3etlng 11ere evoked flhen David 88Dle l s 
bt'Ought along ht s projector to the East Dulwldl Q&etln g on Sll'lday, October 15th ond 
shewed medlers present the Ctl.rJ he took on that Jol)y occasion. The rn c. was In colour 
and ns I have olreooY stated that the garden a& Excelsior House W\lS 8.t lts best the 
resul t was an excellent Md happ)' ru m. David ff03 su t tablY Uunked ror h is very kind 
et tort . 

Jo sie Pac!tmn was In the chalr with Den Webst e r otttc tatt ng. nient were Cl8l1Y 
enjofable t r.em. Jtcr::G' lr aldl ' s 1cast1Mays1 were a source of'~oYQent m<l. laughter; 
Tom wright end Bil l Lof ts prcwlded tens ing qui zzes; Roger Jen lna and Horace 
Roberts gave report..s or th e ir respec t tve sections or the c lub I r~ i Len md J osie 
put on en m:cell cnt f eed ond wi th a tl nal • n uatnato r•, we all nt home tn the toe 
happy to know we meet a t Reuben Oodsan •s house , }5 Woocllous& Road, t..eytonstone, 
LOndon, E.11. (Phone: l1ARYlond 1737) , on SU'ldaY, November 19th . KtndlY let host kn°" 
tt in~Jxl 1ng t o be present. 

ll'CU: BWJAl11N 

Heettng held ] bth Oct9ber I J 961 
The.re ~ anoth er good attendance ot 1 t. mecbers fthen Chairman oeot trey Wilde 

"pe:ned the meeting at 7 p.m. We were espeelal lY pleased to haw Normn Se ith wtth us 
again , Noman being the ori g inal secretary ot the Northern Sectton, and we hope he t:J1!1 
be able to att end oectt ngs reBul&rlY In tb e tuan-e. Apclogtes were r ece ived Crom Ron 
and Doreen Hodgson and HllrOld BusbY, 'fdK'.I were \llnble to att eOO thi s CJOnt.h. 

Routin e bus iness was soon dealt wt th, and th m. Oerry Allison reten-e d to our 
progratlll8 for the Novtd>er oeett ng, '4\en ne hope to entert nln F.zoto FO)'De, edi t or of tho 
•c.o., It will lnclucte n spec tal eocpett tton , devised by oerry btose lt, In l'lhlch postal 
i:,ed)erS c211 al so Join , and It WM ~es t ed t hat we start earlter than usual, a t 6.}0 ,>.C. 
CeIT)' also pointed out thllt tl!.e tollonlng <1aY 1119.3 the Both blrtb:l.aY ot P.O. Wodehouse , 
M'IOse output ot course Includes soo.e ver,- ti ne school st ories . 

Jack Wood" s news th is month tnclucted det.31ls of two new Bt,lt er books to be 
put,ltshecl i:borit. y Md the new St . Frnnlt1 s seri es 'flttlch hasstarted In r 111:1 rm . fflen 
Tony Pot ts, Rho Js !'KM' re s ident In th e Lor.don are a , to ld us ot a oeetlnc he had 
attended at the home or Bob B].ythe, tn1 grea tl.y enjoyed . 

This 11Xlfl.th 1s reildtng or t Rtvals a.IX!: Ql.u:. • was g i ven by Oeoftrey WUde tn hi s 
WUBl effeet lYe styl e . tbe s tory "3S not quite ftnt sbed ltl.en re t re·sme nts 31Tlved 1 
and Geof tN:/ obUgtngl,7 gaYe us the l as t chtlp ter alter th e Interval . Thi s t i ne tal e of 
Hlghcltft e School , " Ith Creytrt nrs t or once pl aying a secmdar)' role , ho.s g lfln us al l 
great enJO)'t!lell.t during the pnst rew months. 

ttte l as t t tei:i or m ln terestlng pr<grottr:i!: was a quiz of 24 questions by Oerey 
Alli son on ol d boyst books and coolc paper s , which wos "°n DY F'ronk Hancock, which took 
us on to 9.30 p.m., '*ten anoth er enJQYWle meet ing tena t noted. 

Nert ~etlng , BoturdaY, No"f'Ell::ber 11 t2'1, 
FRAl« HAHCOQC - Secntllrf. 
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Ned>ers gath ered at the lr faVOW"Ste renc:tez'fOUS at •t'be BooklboP" on Ttnrsda1 • 
Sepe.ember 21 at tor the lr usual moothlJ' geti-to getber• s'M:I r eauJ.ar members were pleaaed 
to wetcocie back Bruce FC91l er llho b8.1 bee n absent ftr 9CG8 ttm. 

B7d B1:1JU1 aa Chalrmn opened proce edings at 6.,0 p.a. and emomced t.Mt Issue 
Ko. 4 ot the Club magazin e " Ill s,on be rolling orr tbe product.ton Un e · - M) tn\ere au,~ 
oollectton or tt ema baa been asaed>led and 118Dbers were lnTlt«I to YOlm uer as emateur 
printers as Ole club n°" pl ans t.o i;rtnt !t a Olll'l megastne to onreome J]r'OdUCtlon boldUps. 

Gft?'Seaa lett ers were tbsi passed eromd am u.e news oootatned tn \he nerseystde 
Foghorn was discus sed wttb tnter,e st. !he re waa a blg budget ot news t rom 8111 Hubbard 
'1h:> had generous)y sen t det ails of sneral Qulu ea he bad dHlsec1 t cr the LOndon Club 
mettngs - no cricke t a.cores here Bill, but ouf"'.'meabers enjQYed Ulls muaial addition 
to th e lr programne. 1hsnk.s to tM generosity of Bill Lofts, ciemers were able to Tlett 
acDB or tN r ums taken at t.be rece nt i:.uttng at EJ.cels l or House ... acme lnteresttng 
persmaltt t es we•d like to meet. tn tbe tl eflb a:ae daJ. 

11ed>er s spent the rematncter of tbe evening dlscw uslng th e recen t ar,tc l e rltten 
by 8111 Hubbard for t.he C.O. - we are al l l ooking forward to Chi rut ure ln st.almilln\S • Blll. 
u they promtse to be a most int eresting off erl.ng trcc the bill of f ere l ust publiahed . 

Ern ie Cart er, cl\t> tzoeaaurer. read the ttnmotal. aiatemnt and the eventng •s 
bualnes.s wa.s ooq:,l et ed 'ft!l"'Y pltnaontl1 tn tbe qeart>7 cottee liboS> at 8.45 p.m. 

B. PAtE .. sec.re~. 

Sexton Blake Today 
T!)e October Novels ln the §axton Blake Library' reTJped b7 NARQARET cc:::gq; 

A§StCNIEIT OQ(!G)J\Y rn2, wm ·- ···------ HARTIN TIIOIIAB 

A book to aatt all 10.,.eiC'ot sctmce ttctl on and of th e occult _. Jt \en w1Ch all th e 
1bOCIBS skill md at tention td""d'et all . It t s at ooe M d tbe same time. a deteot tvu 
OOT&l and a paci,blet oo nuoleai· physics. 

Sexto n 8.1.*e ts if\cwi at hts beat r lgbtlng a&4in1t the power s ot nll and gen ius -
beCOtll - insantty to aaw tbe world . tl"UQ H t1n ctton . B1Se feces th e toak of defea t.Ina a 
Dlll l oo•s pl an to <:bea t death bJ escap ing troc tbe ear th and tt ce - In a "31' flll110h woold 
mean th e en:1 of e'Y'U')' other ltT tng thing on the earth ' • azr f ece . 

Charactertaatlm, dialog ue and presentation ere excenen c. as In o.11 Thomas• bOOks• 
th e scc-ne between 8}.M.e Sld the: Bleck Hag1c1oo, Ca,pard de Honc.tgny being part.leuJ.~lY 
well""'t'lt ten . The pace of th e act i on, bowv'Yer ts s lowed do...n at times b1' excess deSCZ"'lp
tt n or technical mtt er , and th e aense of urgenc;:r arx1 horror &POiled by t.be lntr,IIIDctlon 
ot sex Interes t ,. 

Effn eo, this Js a book "1tcb will gin pl eaaure and int eres t t o most Blake l oYera 
Sld ta well 1110rtb buying. · 

fflE CX!'P§§ CAI£ 119 (No. i.B6 I ·········································-···············-··-····-········-· DE!IOID R&ID 
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~tonui.at e sold ier - and a nasty ~ock tor aexion Bldte end Paula.. 

•It I pt an ear).y night a t boae one, In slx wecb , I CM almos t d epend on 

belng called out bY you on som wild goo.se chase hal t1'81 across LMdM,' n ld Cout ts. 

c.io or Bl.8ke•1 eyebrows lnchO<I ~Bl'da In a IN:JMl. •t•d hardlY call a dead bod)' In th e 

bad( or ~ car a wild goose cbal e,• he Hid amlabl7. 
Tat \l'lr'QTUlln& U\e =r 1ter1 or th e oorpset s Identity and Its pNH not 1n hl1 

car c.oot Bl at t halt "81' acro,1 the Jt<rld io ctn l'n1.m"atlcn ind tntert arenoe troa t.1'11 

Nt:a:tcan poli ce fltlUSC. Tink er SJd Paula CCl'ltlnued t.be d:la.se \I\NCOCJllsed . 
J. well - plomed , well-written book , ual ne m old t.btm wlUl nel'I' Tarl nt lon s , 

11oellent fflaroeter tsat lon and &ood dialogue. I doltlt lllhether It Uns up t o the blurb 
on t lw a:h'anoe notic e but u. ts packed wlt.h octton and suspens e to the last par agraph . 

Blake , Tinter Sld Paula are pc::,rtnlyed a.s tin e ohernctcr s m o wondertul t.e.m. 'fflose 
tit)() u.u action , layalty", dewtloo to duty l!tld courage will fl\j ay tbt a boot. with Its 
coueti Slffll&I dteae and It s oontrut In characteri sation. 

YOURS SINCERELY 

Uoteresttng item rrog the F.dttor• s 1.etc..r-BM,) 

~~'~'! >a!ua':.~l•:~:oa!~ ~\.::/~~ =.~ ~~~~: ~. 
authc:r' was •Thi Rl<tlle or Che Gru n C,,Uncter- tn 1955. n.. Dlgea:t Ml "°" b9coce a 
•1:11st• tn o~ehold , end tu arrival s,uat as eagerl.y mmtted as was that ot the 

~ Ott Oem,\aiton Jack , etc. , In CIJ Yom& do.Ya. tn tact. now I coae t o t hink of tt, 
the Dt gest .11 r:r:, youth - H t do"1 U!.ere In bloek mo "1 1te to be dwelt on at wtll md 

at l e tsurt. &adl t uu e 8lwe.y1 cont a lns soa1 ha;Jpy rcclnd er and JDDre tNln a taw surpris e, . 

(tbl Book ScUnnlr ,t,;tch 11 mrrard td ne r, aonth tar th e siw- Letter ot Che IXl'lr.b goe a 

i o tbe sender or U\9 eboW - D>.) 

~!WJftRrk<~:::ltfld) You are doing a wonctert\Jl job With the Dlgeat , end t 

~(~':) 0~~ a C:-1a~~ c~ :f~~m:1.:e~tere att na, erld 

~~8°:~e::~ec1,wf~1:!,!~ =·=~ !o ~!:, S:;'18f ~n ~d~,:Uld 

Interest aaro', 

'Jf:iBca!!~i~~ ~n-;:, •• ~.~t~~:~ ~~~ ==1~ ~.st~~i:::1-
un:terband? I haft bem rc3dlng aoae ot the 1.nhr St . Jl.c•1 1torl es .. •s ecret pusage
and •snwrson • ,e rles. Oood they cert alnl)' aN but not Nall)' coq :1tir@l e to Orq tr lars. 

'11\0N ts no st . Jta t s J:183ter lltlo coaes 8llY'l'll&re noar QJelch , Md Tom Ho?TY t a a oolow-
l tll cai,'IDU.onal ecboolt>of h1ro OOIIIPllr9d wllh the r eallJ superb cMreCter ot NarT1 
t.llar'«i. ltlen Cu,,q 11 eood M 1, nry ,ooct tncfeed , ~ ·, Ute Coker em tbat mmlt l&ated 
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nuisance GrmxJJ, he coo be a llttl e too mdl wtdJ ua. 81& th.ta. t suppose , 11 abeoltaeel7 
fighti ng talk to a st. J tm•a old bQrlL 

(We agre e with rou about Gnnry. at MT rate. - ID.) 

!!rJ ~~~~~t:> 1~ s:;" pc,a"!~Jo:O=~l:;1!s ,:.t";=:~:~~:"~a 
reall.7 mlnlml, and ahOUld not be nOC.l ced that t:mh by' anr ot 12:1.e regular tllrong. 
Seoondl.7, ihl s 918.ll lncrena e 11 quit e a bt t onrdue , as 1t was obTl ous troc odTanced 
ooat or materials , etc. , that the c.D.A. was being produced <11 a gM:lbl e Jlbitber Uw 
Pl"O(tUeer WOUld End ~ on the debit or t.he c:Ndtt side. The boc:*. ts eas U.Y wor m DDlh 
are than ts Mked tor I t. 

(Cr-ot d'Ul thanks to reader Story, Md dozens ot oU>er readers 1llbo have writ e.en 1n almllar 
ten:,o. m. ) =fflqtp(lf (Edtnbtrgh) ibe Artte 1e •Appointment wUh Perpetual Youtb • Cl8Cle O"M(1 ... .., . 
:J\e'4f~2f.1~~f)N!:!9 J::.1=~ Z:?' ::'M ~~:~ ~;pp~18 
Jmktna, In oddltt on to t:be m.r.h pl qed dClln ' Di et: Raant.on. • I recent l7 acquired 
a b<Uld cow ot E'Yery Bo7• s Hagazlne , Vol. 1 1 proctueed by the e .o . P. otttoe Md ed it ed 
by George Anllrew Hutchln aoo , tl'le t.hai-ed ttor or Ule B.O. P. 

f!i~nr'ai!~:':;>be ~ ~r:!,~ ,t~:c~ ~:o:;::8!1a:1=:,~.,.~!:'1Tanr1 
ts now Chri s Trsw r s , ReJT7 Gre!llam ts "°" Peur Gret.11.arJ. Botb 'frnera std Grell\aal atT1Ted 
et st. rrn•a ln the l ate twani.ta.. and Trtl.wr s •aa a bo\l'ldcr at tlrst . tl8Dy tbanta to 
Mr. ldt s tor hb ,rftlng s on PUok• that tine paper . lil\e.t ha&)py r:iemortes th e artlol e 
-.gilt bacl<. 

(In these colll!lls we have protested EtX>N than once egatnat ~e t or tbe allke or cban8e 
1n the re- preeen.ta tton of tbo old .stor l ea. - ED. ) 

~I~1~ c!!::an~~we!.i•~~ ~r::.J~~~~~:!°:Ui ~3!::r!n::~oce 
I baTe tol.lld out 'lltlat rzt Six th Ferm calls me, however, I have Md reluot ent)y to ctLarce 
thl s ros, optnton ot c:crselt. I htrre now ccme to rbe C('l'IC}Ualon tha t I mia t be a cross 
bei.tN:en Selby and Rs to lltt e on one ot tbetr •ott• days, mm plagued with lndl ges tl on 
end .,1enet1c rage• 

~ (Rugt,y) Re tr. Lot t.at article oo Puck. Bet ore til e tlrst "81" tbe s.ttenture s o f 
~ he r He?TY In1>s were dnml to' that e:ieellent artist H. f'oiwell. I NIDElmber bow 
dt sa,ppolnted t ,ra, ~en anot her artist took over ; C'le pi ctures seemed fll'7 poor compared 
with tox,rel1 1 a sl i ck drowtng s. I cmno l' reo.all Val ro:i ever betng descr- lbed a.a a boY, 
ald sure].)' bts pet.a were wJth hlm a t Ulla period - pre 1915? I NClillnt>er an exotttng aeri al 
abotlt. the Inoa.a by", I th i nk, Dl"a)'cott H. Dell, 

~~: e~ef~:V:\~s!t~~/ : !:3~tbe th8 ~-"~i: p:a:i~ahe 
bear too , tbat there la to be another tr, Buddl e end tterod lth adTent.ur'e• 

~ (Liv erpo ol) !be Olgeet gets oore abaorblne e-nfrT IIDl'lth. Thia bobby' la 
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tnvaluabl e tor lnt.roductng one to ne" trt ends. 

i~1?l~e(~~~ ~~~:g~1~~c~ ~:a~er;~: for~~: it~~ was my 
tavour tte paper , though tbl Gee I'M It close . 

~~ Rrro~1~rgi!:!t.11
~n ~n~:n 1"~~:e r~=t~on .:! :ub~:~:;, of T:tf 

rsvo1rtte papers with keen antl elpat lon - and I know l ~ erperlence the aaoe tlrUl 
wtth t:ti.e Doubl e Nutt,ers or th e Diges t, 

~
1
lK::i:; = ~e~

1
~~t s nonth t s CJ). cover tllu.,trated by Bob Whti,er. 

~ oi:°'In~:sit:!ie~~~e~~ha~~·:n:tr=~~:~~e:~.ns~ t':18 

OOfllil tn IIllCh tlle ssce way E.s. Brooks did In bla St , Fnlrlk•a st<r les, Bob Whiter on tbe 
caver was grond. The do'1>l ~Iult.er•s express ion l s priceless , m:1, unUke Bunt er , llbose 
expect ations never oatertaltse , ours always do once a mnt.h - an the Digest cascades 
thffl.l&h the letter-box, CreB1 to hear the ch8l"acter of Ho End In Sight are to be again a 
part or th il Annual, nits will be a very popular tteClo 

~ (B1Yth) I think the np~tt ons of the No. 1 covers are most at tractln. 
~ri""" vtv ldlY to aim the daf \lflen thQf f1rst. appeared oo the bookst3lls, 1be 
standard ot tM c.o . l s ?Cr., htgh , 000 YoU and your coot:-tbutors are to be congratulated 
m the Tarlet.y ot artlo l es presented. I th tnk th.o.t Lett s Be Controversial ta best ot all .. 
I ,..aa ,ery gl cd to see the cover or Ho. 1 Nelson Lee. 

c L E D p J M B s p 

R E H s R L s p E R 

0 A I L u N u E 0 u 
T , R D T E 0 c s L ,: 

K!G H u N B K I t;i ·c-

T T E $ B c KJK PJU 

Each ti tl e colll)['tses Ol€ WOOD only. 

See how C'JlY nooies ot pertod tcnl s mid cogtc11 
you cyi cake from the let.tc:rs ln th e grtd. 

Ptck the letters tra:t 8JIY'lhere tn th e gr ld , 
mnri<tng them ort as you use thee, end 
rcte?it>cr thot eae.h SQUON may oolJ be U&ed 
once. 

It you do not wt~ t.o J:l.'U'k Yotll'" copy ot the 
Otgest, copy th e grld on platn paper azr1 
oark ott on th3t , 

It ts poss ible to fi nd nine titles sld use 
up all the l et ters In th e grld .. but ,eOO in 

A Spec i al Book PrJze • 13 ttn e tr a,d •ne" voltn tor Yoor"' 11~ - wtll be tlffl}Z'ded to each 
or the m readers WM slttl t t 'fflat are , In th e edi tor's opinion the best etrcrts. 

ClO!i Ing date: NOVl?d>er 18th. 



THE HARD COYER SCHOOL STORY CLASSICS 
lit W. J. A. Bub bard 

No, 4, "Blgc.1< EvQPS" (R, s. Va.rren Bell) 
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It would hardly bo fair to admirers of tho Bard Covor School 

St ?ry to aoit a book by R. S. Warren Bell from th1s sori es . The 

Founder/Editor of "Tho Ctlpt&in" vas an outstanding school sto ry 

vr1 ter by any standards but a fact that i s often f!Jl"gotten is that 

he Wll8 a well -known novelist wit h very good books to his credit . His 

experience in thi s particular field undoubtedly bolped his school 

s t ories for they contain many sdul t touches which often hl1ve such an 

odd attracti on for the senior read er. 
I have already spoken in this series of the accent on realism 

vhich vas a feature of "Tbe Ceptain". Warren Bell did not neglect th1§oe. 

ll1 his own vork and "Blsck Bvsne" is ss close t o an sdul t school story 

as the policy of this f&:lous boys ' paper could allcv. 
Tho story vss first published in "The Captai n" in 1911 and was 

lster reprinted in ha.rd cover f orm. In IQ)' opini on it is tbe best 

school story that Warren Bell wrote. 
The hero is Few las s Evans, a 17 year old Welsh boy in the Fifth 

Form st Chris t' s College, a minor public school somewhere in th e Mid

lands . A typi cal Welsh individulllist , ,:zystical and puzzling , yet head 

strong and violent , Evans is an int ere s ting character f or he is far 

frail being th e usual hero of school ficti on. Ile smokes, does not 

hesitate to be evss ive when questioned by autho rity, breaks bounds and 

hss an uncontrollable t<E1per which frequently mars his porfonnanc es on 

the !lugger and Football fie l d st both codes of which he i s an upert . 

Such a personsli ty could hardly fail t o come up agains t his 

Headmaster and the Revd. Edmund Talbot, M.A., realises this th e mocent 

he makes Evans I acquai ntan ce . A ycung man, hard , llllbi t i ous and 

determined, he hss COC!e t o Christ's College from a lar!l" private schoo l 

of which he hss previously been llosdmaster and bas br ought n number of 

his old pupils with him. 
Tho newca:iers cl ash with the boys of Christ • s Coll ege and Evens 

doss li ttle to improve matters al though some of th e Senior boys of both 

schoo ls lll'8 willing for a COC!praoise. The Revd. Talbot int ends to make 

a success of his new ll'ladmnstership and be sets about improving th e 

tone of th e school . He achieves i:,any refo:nns but naturally canes up 

against opposition , particularly frcm th e boys . The Christ ' s Coll ege 

boys l ook towards Evans for guidan ce but be hos not many of the 
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qualities of a l eader , being too much of an indi vidual i st to have o.ey 
friends and car i ng litt l e for the t one and reputation ct" th e school . Like 
a Headmaster at any real school Mr, Talbot wins r ound aft er round. 

Realis i ng that he can do little right in Mr. Talbot' s eyes and 
sensing t ho Headcaster is sulr.d tting a case to the school Governors 
for his expulsion , Evans prepares to run away but bcforo he can do so i s 
sent for by the Headoas tcr to rocei vo a lecture on his conduct to be ti 
foll owed by corpc ral rw,i shment, which act i on has been decided upon by the 
Governors , much to Mr. Talbot' s annoyance. Evans rea cts vio le ntly to 
such treatment , but redeems himself and causes the Headoaster to have a 
change of heart when he plays a pra:iinent part i n tracing the whereabouts 
of a crippled boy who has run away from the College owing t o bullying . 

Tbe story ends on an unsatisfactory and perhaps unrealistic note. 
I ts chief fea ture t o my mind however, i s it s atmosphere , for Warren Bell 
has sanehow contriv ed to give us a convincing acco\lllt of life at a minor 
Pul:1ic School in the early 19001s. One feels that life at Chris t' s 
College was a tri fle rough and bard by nodern standards and the boys by 
no oean.s the "saints" many authors of the time would have us beli eve . 
There i s an il:!pressi on that Christ 's College was lacking coofort and the 
boys were on t oo t ight a rein at tiJ:les . &t boys of a good soci al 
standard are often prepared to r ough it and these fac t ors were frequen tly 
found at real l\Iblic and Grammar School s at this period , 

* **..:**** * 
CHUCK L ES ' CLUB 

GZUB XNT mum XNl'Q llDVRZFll!S Z RSZMClil•IF NQC]Xl ENQ BGTBJXDR? !IE MNS, 
Xl<'T RGNTKC CH RN ZS NMBD. 

So wrot e the editor of "Chuckles" to his re aders in !lo. 174 of that 
ol d favourite Comic, To become a member of the Club, you hrul to send i n 
your !llllil0 and address, together with t he nomes and addresses of two of ; 
your chums who were not r eaders of "Chuckles". It was important t o point 
out which was your own! 

"Upon receipt of your postcard " went on the edi tor , 111 shall f or
ward t o you a splendidly col oured diploma , t ogether wit h a confidential 
let t er, and the key to our code, by means of vhich you will be able to 
deciphe r the secret oessage above, The diploma has been specially 
designed by one of t he for EDost artists of the day, and I guarantee it 
t o dispel a f1 t of the blues , for on it figure Breezy Ben and Dismal 

~tchy , ... our .. front page .,cOllledians, 
11 

•• - .. ,·- ··-· ·-···--·- .. ···-" ""'""----- ··., 
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I hardl y t hink r eade r s of "Coll ectors • Dige st" ,ri ll need a key 

to t he code . Yours t ru ly deciphered the ' secret message ' in fi ve 
minutes . 

* ********* * 

CoMiCuS. 

THOSE MISSING SERIAL NUMBERS 
By Bill Loft s 

Mr. J . Merri lls i n the September C.D. so rightly queried the 
reasons why "1eot 11sy Publicati ons hsve dropped the ser i al numbers from 
t hei r most popular peri odicals . A ,:hone cal l by Derek Adley to one of 
th e s t aff br ought the comcents 1 t hat i t was fcl t that i t wos unnecessary 
these days , as calics especi ally were so little collec t ed and bound i n
to vol uoes/' Educational peri odica l s a.nd technical books were , however, 
and that is llhy they re tained th an . Libr aries of course , s t ill had th e 
se r ia l numbers as th ey were not date d. In gener al , i t was t hought tha t 
th e date was sufficien t , 

As t hese com:nent s only cace itrom a sta f f member, am not a 
mani,ger a l et t er t o t ho Man!,gor resul t ed i n the fo ll owing r e ply: 

"With r efere nce t o your enqui ry about se ri al !llllllbers, th ese 
were dropped because a ll thst i s r eally necessary i s th e 
date . I t i s eas y enough t o establish when issues of a 
p:3per are not pri nted and I •m sure t hat on the whol e , 
coll ec t ors, t oo, would know thst say , from 19th June t o 
31st July, 1959, t here was a pri nt i ng s tr ike ." 

Late r when I hsd t o cal l a t Fleetwny Publi ca t ions to obtai n 
back number s of t ho Knockout for a friend of mine i n the U,S.A. I 
r aised the ques t ion t o one of the s t aff in tho backnumber dept . 

il .O.G. ' Car. you te ll me why t hey have droppe d the seri al number s of the 
' Knockout ' ? I find it awkward 11hen ord eri ng bock number s . 

Staff Member: ' llnve t hey dropped t hem? I di d not know. What 
di ffere nce docs it make? You don I t r ead the number. 

il .O.G. They have had serial numbers s i nce 1892 on A.P . papers ; th ere 
mu3t be so<>e sort of reason to drop t han afte r 60 yoars", 

Staff M:,nber : Pre t ends not t o hear me - and walks away to an imaginary -- o .. ,H_ .. ,......, ......... ,, ............ , ..... _, ,,_~"""'-" ''°''"'~'"'-~""" .. ~'"H ..... 0-0_ 0 .. , ... , ..... _, .... , ... M ..... ., .... , .. --N m""'"""""""'''""'''"""'"~"""'' 
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call - like Potter and Green gett ing a-.ay from Coker! 

My own vi ew i s t hat it is just a policy of the new Daily Mirror 
group t hat took over t he ol d A:,,JJ.gaooted Press - where sweeping changes 
have taken pl ace in the l o.st f ew years. The first explanation i s 
reasonable in n way - but the second is really o.bsurd . Row would 
collect ors in th e future know t!'l.'lt there was a s trik e on at a certain 
pori od. They would know at once by the serial numbers if th ey !'l.'ld 
issues niosing , but by ruiving :, gap of d.'.ltes, they obviously may 
think t hey have numbers t o obtain . 

*** ...:...** * 
* 

"JllJNTER1 THE VENTRILOQJJIST" Cassell'•· 9/6 
This is real vint~ Greyfri ars, to tickl e the palates of the 

young and inexperienced , the niddle-aee<l and blase , the old and j aded, 
It is immensely readable for Greyfriars fans of al l ages . Frank 
Richards has taken author's licence, and turned back the clock . Quelch 
is unaware that Bunter is a ventriloquist , Smithy is quite sure that 
th e "old fat man• cann ot imita t e voices, and even the Owl himself has 
to practise before ha reproduces Prout•s fruity boom. But it ' s all 
great f\ln, and where Prank Richards l eads, the re ader follows unquest
ioningly . Mr. Richards uses his pen as the Pied Piper used his pipe, 

Quelch is at bis most gimlet-eyed and barking; Prout is at his 
most unparalleled; and when thes e two get at daggers drawn , one keeps 
on reading . It's a story to be relished at one sitting , and great 
entertainment, Well worth 9/ 6 of wzy l!lan 1 s money. 

* * * * * * * * * 
CC!ffi!G YOUR IIAY IN DECfflBER 

The GRAJID CBRISll!AS NUMBER OF COLLECTORS' DIGEST 
and 

COLLEX:'IORS' DIGIB"r ANNUAL for 1961 

!lave you ordered yours? It ' s the Worl d's Greatest Annual for touch 
i ng t he Heart St rings . 

' Publt lbld by Erie Fayne, Excels ior House . Gr(>Ye Road, Surbl ton. '"' .. ' 
0\4,llcatecl by York 01.q>Ucat ing servtces,12a The Sbar.bles , York., 


